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THURSTON REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL (TRPC) is a 20-member intergovernmental board made up of 
local governmental jurisdictions within Thurston County, plus the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation 
and the Nisqually Indian Tribe. The Council was established in 1967 under RCW 36.70.060, which authorized 
creation of regional planning councils. 

TRPC’s mission is to “Provide Visionary Leadership on Regional Plans, Policies, and Issues.” The primary 
functions of TRPC are to develop regional plans and policies for transportation [as the federally recognized 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and state recognized Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
(RTPO)], growth management, environmental quality, and other topics determined by the Council; provide data 
and analysis to support local and regional decision making; act as a “convener” to build community consensus 
on regional issues through information and citizen involvement; build intergovernmental consensus on regional plans, 
policies, and issues, and advocate local implementation; and provide planning, historic preservation, and technical 
services on a contractual basis. 

This report was prepared as part of the Thurston Regional Planning Council’s 2007 regional work program.
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The Buildable Lands Report supplies valuable information on which future policy decisions may be based.  For this 
reason, Thurston Regional Planning council convened a Buildable Lands Sounding Board in 2006 which is made up 
of key stakeholders, including planning staff from local jurisdictions, members of local planning commissions, and 
representatives from the environmental and development communities.

Representatives from the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation and the Nisqually Indian Tribe were invited 
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building the Buildable Lands Report.  They also provided TRPC staff with key data on building permits, subdivision 
trends, projects in the development pipeline, and conducted a thorough review of maps and data reports.

Much of their work built on that of the Population and Employment Forecast Advisory Committee, which was convened 
in 2004 and 2005 to provide input into the assumptions that went into developing the regional and local area population 
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