: _.._.respectlng an.establishment of. religion,.or prohibiting.the

FIRST AMENDMENT: “Congress shall make ng law

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of: the press; or-the right of the people peaceably to assemble, . .
and-to: petltuon the government for a redress of grievances.”
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Trall must
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to rlor' i “Ifs an “expensive six-tenths of a mile,” said
’;‘hera Black, senior planner for Thurston Re- -

 gional Planning Council. “It’s formidable for bi-

South Sound has a Iot oftransportatlon needs . '¥1¥ChSts and walkers; but it’s also formidable for

f thie most critical is‘the completlon of e government jurisdictions trying to knit our
eommumtles together, north and south of Inter-

- state 5. It’s a formidable challenge, but it’s a re-
- markable opportumty for this community.”
"7 Preliminary estimates put the price tag of
. bridges over Pacific Avenue, I-5 and Martm Way :
at $7 million to $8 million. = :
. 'TRPC has set aside $500,000 to acqun:e cru-
- eial right-of-w4y. But bridge construction is far be-
«yond the reach of Thurston County, Lacey and
. Olympla The state is unlikely to pay the entire
prlce tag, either. A transportation partnership
among federal, state and local governments could
bridge the.gap and complete the trail. .
+ Black is absolutely right when she says, “The - |

ehalis Western Trail,
i+ The trail; which follows the old Chehalls West-
_érn] Railroad spuf line from Rainier to Woodard
- Bay, is 22 miles long, and all but two xmles of it
w111 be paved by spring 2002. , ,
Thanks to visionaries like Michael Welter, director
of Thurston County Parks and Recreation, as soon
as the railroad right-of-way was.abandoned, the -
herty was quickly put into public ownershxp »
e popular Chehalis Western Trail connects
Wit t_he 14:5-mile east/west Yelm-Tenino trial
_6n the old Burhngton Northern right-of- way. The
-J two trdils connect just west of Rainier.
7 Next summer the southern portion of the

Yelm-Tenino trail will be paved, making it possi-
" ble for pedestrians, j joggers or bicyclists to trav-
¢l via trail all the way from Tenino to-Woodard
Bay on Henderson Inlet.

- Envision, if you will, commuters in the urban?;??'ﬁf e
growth boundary and residents of Olympia, Licey - -
and Tumwater, walking or pedaling to and from:

work along the trail during the summer months.
There’s only one problem.

. The 22-mile Chehalis Western ’Ii‘all has a small. 'A

ap, six-tenths of'a mile; :
There is no.trail frofi 12th Avenue in Lacey

{near Pacific Aveniie)-actoss Interstate 5 and -

artin Way. Trail users have to maneuver their
fvay around South Sound Center toget from one
énd of the trail to'the other. = .
i To complete that portion of the tra11 will re-

« west Witghir

trall is a community asset. It connects urban to
rural, north to south, east to west. I cha]lenge any-

one to showme a commumty of thls s1ze withan. .,

sset like this.” :
The key is getting the transporta n dolT
§omplete :the trail. R .

at happen.

u Rep B an Baird, who'represents all of south- '-'

hgton in Congress, sits on the House
ransportation Committee. And Washington Sen.

; a!’atty Murray is chairwoman of the Senate Trans-

ortation subcommlttee of the Appropnatmns

B mmmttee
£, Call:them,Write thern, Tell them to make the

compIetlon of the Chehahs Western trail a pnonty ‘

for the next transportatlon budget

quire the construction of three ma]or bridges, a

' ’ostly proposmon _ ifE"
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