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Trends and Forecasts

The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is a tool to guide the
region’s transportation needs 20 years into our future.  The project
recommendations, policies, goals, and planning priorities are largely
built upon assumptions based on forecast data derived from past and
present conditions.  Information is gleaned from federal, state,
regional, and local agencies to provide a comprehensive “glimpse”
into how the future might unfold.

This appendix presents a glance at some of the types of data that
informs the Thurston region’s Travel Demand Forecast Model
(Appendix I Modeling Process).  Tables and figures clearly indicate
the Thurston Region is growing.  Between 1990 and 2000, Thurston
County’s population increased by over 46,000 people, or 28 percent
(Table C-1).  Yelm’s population grew nearly 63 percent in the same
period (Table C-2).  While most residents have observed these high
levels of growth, they may not realize that by 2025 we anticipate
nearly 120,000 new neighbors within Thurston County’s borders.

The individual choices we make – whether we drive alone, carpool,
or take the bus, and the time we leave for work all have a
cumulative effect on the region’s transportation system (Table C-9).
As more homes are built in cities, urban growth areas, and rural
unincorporated Thurston County, a greater demand is placed on
services such as police, fire, transit, sewers, and schools (Table C-6).

Additional lifestyle choices, economic conditions and other factors
determine:

• The number of people working in the household,

• Whether children are driven to school, take the bus, bike, or
walk,

• How close to work we live,

• How long we commute,

• The number of vehicles we own (Table C-16), and

• The number of miles we choose to drive (Figure C-1).

Maps C-1 and C-2 illustrate the region’s 2025 forecasted residential
and employment densities.  Much of this density appears to
concentrate in the urban areas.  However, residents living in
unincorporated Thurston County will be sharing the road with their
rural neighbors on the way to their city jobs.  Maps C-3 to C-6
display the average travel time in minutes, for segments of four major
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corridors, between 2000 and 2025.  Average travel times will
gradually increase for south county residents traveling north in the
morning and returning home in the evening.  Average travel times will
also increase for people using Interstate 5 – no matter which way
they are traveling or where they work.

The 2025 RTP raises many issues and questions.  By asking
questions, probing for more information, and working together to
study these issues, our community can travel to the future.
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Appendix C

Table C-2

Small Area Population Estimates and Population Forecast, 
Thurston County Jurisdictions, 1990-2025

Census Estimate Forecast

Jurisdiction 1990 2000 2003 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Bucoda Total 536  628  645  619  629  633  637  641  

Lacey City 19,279  31,226  32,240  36,218  39,856  42,882  45,757  48,049  

UGA 25,127  28,632  29,652  31,746  35,624  40,082  43,768  46,648  

Total 44,406  59,858  61,892  67,964  75,479  82,964  89,525  94,697  

Olympia City 33,729  42,514  42,860  45,440  48,080  51,034  54,020  56,969  

UGA 7,195  9,269  9,859  10,639  12,940  16,467  19,627  22,057  

Total 40,924  51,783  52,719  56,078  61,019  67,501  73,647  79,025  

Rainier City 991  1,492  1,515  1,626  1,794  1,914  2,022  2,127  

UGA 65  163  169  157  166  173  179  186  

Total 1,056  1,655  1,684  1,783  1,961  2,088  2,201  2,314  

Tenino City 1,292  1,447  1,495  1,502  1,503  1,510  1,538  1,566  

UGA 193  151  155  130  149  170  186  365  

Total 1,485  1,598  1,650  1,632  1,652  1,680  1,724  1,931  

Tumwater City 9,976  12,698  12,740  14,200  15,179  16,461  17,991  19,423  

UGA 6,053  7,281  7,542  8,849  10,157  12,025  14,768  18,742  

Total 16,029  19,979  20,282  23,050  25,336  28,486  32,758  38,165  

Yelm  City 1,337  3,289  3,830  4,377  5,561  6,681  7,730  8,559  

UGA 1,360  1,095  1,123  1,221  1,268  1,635  2,128  2,827  

Total 2,697  4,384  4,953  5,597  6,829  8,316  9,858  11,386  

Grand Mound UGA Total 708  811  824  1,316  1,517  1,700  1,876  2,064  

Total Cities 67,140  93,294  95,325  103,982  112,601  121,116  129,696  137,334  

Total UGAs 40,700  47,401  49,324  54,057  61,821  72,252  82,532  92,890  

Total Urban Areas 107,840  140,695  144,649  158,039  174,422  193,368  212,228  230,223  

Rural Unincorporated County 53,398  66,660  70,151  78,368  85,365  91,931  98,502  104,035  

Thurston County Total 161,238  207,355  214,800  236,406  259,787  285,299  310,730  334,258  
Sources:  The Profile, 2003; Thurston Regional Planning Council.  
Explanation: UGA is unincorporated Urban Growth Area. UGA figures include that population outside the city limits but within the long-term Urban Growth Management 
boundary, and population growth by annexation.  Census and estimates are for April 1 of each year.



20
25

  R
eg

io
na

l T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

Pl
an

Th
ur

sto
n 

Re
gi

on
al

 P
la

nn
in

g C
ou

nc
il

C - 4

Appendix C


���
� �
��
	� 
���
� �
��
	� 
���
� �
��
	�

����� ������ ������ ������ ���� ������ �����

�&��������������	
 ���
�� ����� ������ ��� ����� �����

�&��������������	
 ������ ����� ����
� ����� ���
� �����

�&��������������	
 �����
 ����� ������ ����� ����
 �
�
�

�&��������������	
 ����� ����� ������ ��� ����� �����

�&��&'���&��������������	
 ����� ���� ����� 
��� ����� �����

(������')����*��������������������	
 ���� $+% ��� $+% &���� $+%

�����
�������������������� ���!	��� ���!�"#����$��!!�����%�

$+%��,���-.� 	�)	�������������������

���������
���
�
��������

%��"
#��& �'�


���� !
	"�" !
	"�" ���� !#�	$
 ���� �� ����

Interval
Initial 

Population
Terminal 

Population
Total 

Change
% 

Increase
Natural 

Increase
% of 

Change
Net 

Migration
% of 

Change

1950-1960 44,884 55,049 10,165 22.6%    6,817 67.1%  3,348 32.9%  

1960-1970 55,049 76,894 21,845 39.7%    6,756 30.9%  15,089 69.1%  

1970-1980 76,894 124,264 47,370 61.6%    7,530 15.9%  39,840 84.1%  

1980-1990 124,264 161,238 36,974 29.8%    11,675 31.6%  25,299 68.4%  

1990-2000 161,238 207,355 46,117 28.6%    10,847 23.5%  35,270 76.5%  

2000-2003 207,355 214,800 7,445 3.6%    2,948 39.6%  4,497 60.4%  

Table C-3

Explanation: Data are from April 1 of each year.

Population Increases through 

Migration and Natural Increase
Thurston County, 1950-2003

Sources:  The Profile, 2003;  Thurston Regional Planning Council.
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Figure C-1

Driver and Vehicle Trends in Thurston County, 1980-2002

Sources: Department of Licensing; TRPC.

Explanations: The methodology for determining if a truck was registered (versus a title transfer) prior to May 2000 used the 
combination of fees collected. The effect of Referendum 49 was to undercount old trucks (the $30 rebate eliminated the excise tax).
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