AGENDA
Technical Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 7, 2019, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thurston Regional Planning Council
Conference Room A
2424 Heritage Court SW
Olympia, WA 98501

1.

2:00 Welcome & Introductions

INTRODUCTIONS

2.

2:10 I-5 Incident Management Detour Routes

DISCUSSION
Paul Brewster

3.

2:40 Regional Transportation Plan Update

DISCUSSION
Katrina Van Every

4.

3:40 Member Information Sharing (time permitting)

5.

4:00 Adjourn

DISCUSSION
TAC Members

Next TAC Meeting
February 21, 2019
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
TRPC, Conference Room A

TRPC ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person based on race, color, national origin, or sex in the provision of
benefits and services resulting from its federally assisted programs and activities. For questions regarding TRPC's Title VI Program, you may contact the Department's Title VI Coordinator
at 360.956.7575.
If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call us at 360.956.7575 by 10:00 a.m. three days prior to the meeting. Ask for the ADA Coordinator. For TDD
users, please use the state’s toll-free relay service, 711 and ask the operator to dial 360.956.7575.
ThurstonHeretoThere.org is an easy-to-navigate website which includes information on carpooling, vanpooling, rail, air, bus, bike, walking, health, telework and flexible schedules, recreation, and
school transportation. Please consider using an alternate mode to attend this meeting: bike, walk, bus, carpool, or vanpool. This facility is served by Intercity Transit Routes 12 and 42
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MEMORANDUM
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November 7, 2018

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Technical Advisory Committee

FROM:

Paul Brewster, Senior Planner

DATE:

January 31, 2019

SUBJECT:

I-5 Incident Management Detour Routes

PURPOSE
To review a new series of I-5 detour routes through Yelm for incidents impacting the Nisqually
Valley.
Summary:


The Technical Advisory Committee, WSDOT Olympic Region Freeway Operations,
Washington State Patrol, and Thurston County Sheriff’s Office stakeholders have
reviewed the pre-planned I-5 Incident Management Detour Routes within Thurston
County.



Per the Technical Advisory Committee and stakeholder’s recommendation, TRPC
met with City of Yelm staff to identify draft pre-planned I-5 incident management
detour routes through Yelm in the event I-5 closes in the Nisqually Valley.



TAC members and stakeholders will review the proposed routes and provide
feedback.

Attachment
73:bm
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November 7, 2018
BACKGROUND
The December 2017 Amtrak Dupont derailment closed southbound I-5 lanes in the Nisqually Valley for several
days. Southbound traffic was rerouted away from I-5. As a result, the City of Yelm and southeast Thurston County
experienced significant congestion from people seeking options to destinations in Thurston County or to reroute to
I-5 to reach destinations further south. Due to the proximity of Joint Base Lewis-McChord and other geographical
constraints along I-5 through the Nisqually Valley, detour route exit and reentry points are limited to both the north
and south limits of the installation. This juxtaposition places Yelm at the crossroads of suitable detour route for I-5
southbound traffic with destinations in Thurston County and parts of north Lewis County such as Centralia and
Chehalis. Yelm is also impacted by northbound I-5 closures affecting exits 114 and 116 under certain
circumstances.
This incident emphasized the need to identify appropriate detour routes through Yelm to minimize impacts to the
community. On November 30 TRPC staff met with Yelm Public Works staff and Police Chief Todd Stancil to
identify potential routes. The routes are shown on the attached map. The suggested locations for signs, manual
intersection control, and signal instructions are noted on the map.
I-5 Southbound Detour at Milepost 127
For southbound I-5 Nisqually Valley shut downs, traffic could be rerouted at milepost 127 onto state route 512,
then south to SR 7 at Parkland, then south on SR 507 near Spanaway. Yelm recommends maintaining the normal
signal operation at SR 702 in McKenna to help meter the flow of traffic on SR 507 into Thurston County and Yelm.
Immediately after crossing the Nisqually river, southbound through traffic would detour south on Vail Road SE to
divert traffic volumes away from Yelm. Due to the limited sight distance presented by the hill and the limited length
of the left turn lane, the SR 507/Vail Road SE intersection may require manual intersection control to maintain
safety and traffic flows. The route would continue south on Vail road and then continue east of Vail Cut Off Road
SE to minimize impacts on SR 507 through the City of Rainier. Traffic would continue south to I-5 on SR507 to
Old Hwy 99. Traffic would return to I-5 at milepost 88 in Grand Mound.
I-5 Northbound Detour Route at Milepost 111
For northbound I-5 in the Nisqually Valley shut downs, traffic could be routed off I-5 at exit 111 onto SR 510.
Traffic would continue south on SR 510 through Yelm and continue north via SR 507. Yelm recommends
maximizing a northbound green signal phase at SR 702 to maintain traffic flow through McKenna to alleviate
impacts downstream in Yelm. Traffic would continue north on SR 7 to Parkland and then route west to SR 512 to
reconnect with I-5 at milepost 127.
TAC REVIEW
Technical Advisory Committee Members and guest stakeholders will review the two routes on February 7, 2019.
TRPC staff recommends that Pierce County and WSDOT stakeholders also vet the routes segments in Pierce
County and consider sign placement and intersection control recommendations.

AGENDA ITEM #3

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Transportation Advisory Committee

FROM:

Katrina Van Every, Senior Planner

DATE:

January 31, 2019

SUBJECT:

Regional Transportation Plan Update

PURPOSE
To assist staff in identifying the overall framework for updating the Regional Transportation Plan.
Summary:
 The Regional Transportation Plan is due to be updated in 2020.
 Currently, there are no plans to update the existing goals and policies because they
are still valid.
 Staff seeks input on what aspects of the existing plan should be updated beyond
meeting state and federal requirements.
REQUESTED ACTION
None. This is for discussion and information only.
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BACKGROUND
The Regional Transportation Plan is required to be updated every four years; the last update (not including
amendments) occurred in 2016. The update must comply with state/federal law and include the following elements:
 Outreach component
 Performance Measures
 20-year planning horizon
 Updated project list
 Updated financial forecast
 Consistency review
ISSUES
A lot of time and effort was spent perfecting the goals and policies during the last update process. Because the
existing goals and policies are still valid, staff does not believe these need to be revisited. Given this, staff seeks
input on what aspects of the existing plan should be updated.
CONCLUSION
Please come prepared to discuss what you would like to see this update address. Individuals may contact Katrina
Van Every via email at vaneveryk@trpc.org or by phone at 360.741.2514 with comments, questions, or other
feedback.

