AGENDA
Thurston Regional Planning Council
Friday, June10, 2020 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Zoom Teleconference Meeting
In order to comply with the Governor’s guidance to “Stay Home and Stay Healthy” and in keeping with the Proclamation by the Governor
Amending Proclamation 20-05 Open Public Meetings Act and Public Records Act issued on March 24th 2020, participation in the TRPC
meeting will be through remote access only.
Watch the meeting live on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/trpc.org
To register to attend the meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mr23Hs8cSQWKYgu62qXzlg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Note: Council members will be pre-registered and will receive a separate link to join the meeting.
OPENING – 8:30 a.m.
1.

Call to Order

2.

Introductions

3.

Approval of Agenda

ACTION

Consent Calendar

ACTION

4.

5.

a.

Approval of Minutes (Attachment) – June 5, 2020

b.

Approval of Vouchers (Attachment) – June 2020

c.

Obligation Authority Policy and Procedures (Attachment)
Public Comment Period
Public comment for this meeting will be accepted in written and oral format.

The deadline for submitting written public comments or registering for oral public
comment at the meeting is noon (12:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time) the day
preceding the meeting, July 9, 2020.

For written public comment, please provide: 1) your name and address and 2) your
comments, and send them to info@trpc.org. Written comments received by the
deadline will be provided to the Council prior to the meeting.
A total of 30 minutes is allotted for oral public comment during the meeting. To register for
oral public comment, please use this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mr23Hs8cSQWKYgu62qXzlg
1) check the box indicating you wish to provide public comment; and 2) list a general topic.
The Chair may limit oral public comment to three minutes or less, depending on the meeting
agenda and number of people wishing to comment
OTHER BUSINESS

9:10 am 6.
10 min

Appoint Work Program Subcommittee (Attachment) – Chair JW Foster

ACTION

9:20 am 7.
20 min

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) & Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP)
Resolution (Attachment) – Katrina Van Every, TRPC

ACTION

9:40 am 8.
30 min

2020 Federal Transportation Funding Call for Projects (Attachment) – Paul Brewster, TRPC

ACTION

10:10 am 9.
20 min

2020 Mid-year Program Update (Attachment) – Marc Daily, TRPC

DISCUSSION

10:30 am 10.

Report from Outside Committee Assignments (Oral/Written Report)

INFORMATION

10:35 am 11.

Executive Director’s Report

INFORMATION

10:40 am 12.

Member Check In –Chair JW Foster

11:00 am 13.

Adjourn

DISCUSSION

Additional Informational Enclosures:
1. TPB Minutes (available upon request)
2. Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater Area Cost of Living Index, First Quarter, 2020
3. Annual Population Estimates
4. Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Amendment 20-07
NO AUGUST MEETING
NEXT MEETING
September 4, 2020

Public Comment:
The following is not acceptable as either written or oral public comment and is considered disruptive behavior.
Promoting or advertising commercial services, entities or products.
Supporting or opposing political candidates or ballot propositions.
Distributing obscene content.
Engaging in illegal activity or encouragement of illegal activity.
Promoting, fostering or perpetuating discrimination on the basis of creed, color, age, religion, gender, gender identification, marital
status, status with regard to public assistance, national origin, physical or mental disability or sexual orientation information that may
tend to compromise the safety or security of the public or public systems.
Threatening or intimidating language, including cyber bullying.
Otherwise engaging in disruptive behavior.

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Members of the public engaging in disruptive behavior may have their emails blocked (for written comments) or be removed from the meeting (for
oral comments).
Thurston Regional Planning Council ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any
person based on race, color, national origin, or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally assisted programs and
activities. For questions regarding TRPC's Title VI Program, you may contact the Title VI Coordinator at 360.956.7575 or email info@trpc.org.
If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call us at 360.956.7575 by 10:00 a.m. three days prior to the meeting.
Ask for the ADA Coordinator.
For TDD users, please use the state’s toll-free relay service, 711 and ask the operator to dial 360.956.7575.
TRPC's mission is to
“Provide Visionary Leadership on Regional Plans, Policies, and Issues.”
To Support this Mission:

A.

Support regional transportation planning consistent with state and federal funding requirements.

B.

Address growth management, environmental quality, economic opportunity, and other topics determined by the Council.

C.

Assemble and analyze data that support local and regional decision making

D.

Act as a “convener”, build regional consensus on issues through information and citizen involvement.

E.

Build intergovernmental consensus on regional plans, policies, and issues, and advocate local implementation.

September 2011
THURSTON REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
MEETING NORMS
Show up
o
o

Nothing happens without consistent good
attendance by all members.
Make sure you have a designated alternate.

Be prepared
o
o

Members who are unprepared can’t contribute the
best input.
Make sure your alternate is prepared if you have to
miss a meeting.

Participate

Be respectful
o
o

Create a safe place to ask questions and express
views.
Diversity is one of TRPC’s strengths.

Report back
o
o

We each represent somebody who thought it wise to
spend money to join TRPC.
Report back to your jurisdiction, organization or
community.

Feel good

o

Share your ideas.

o

o

Engagement by all members is required for
productive discussions.

o

TRPC is an effective organization that allows us to
address regional issues in a productive way.
Take time to recognize and celebrate our
successes.

MINUTES OF MEETING
THURSTON REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
Friday, June 5, 2020
REMOTE ACCESS
Call to Order
Chair JW Foster called the meeting to order at 7:33 a.m.
Attendance
Members Present:
City of Olympia
City of Rainier
City of Tumwater
City of Yelm
Intercity Transit
Lacey Fire District #3
LOTT Clean Water Alliance
Olympia School District
PUD No. 1 of Thurston County
The Evergreen State College
Thurston County
Timberland Regional Library
Tumwater School District
Members Absent:
City of Lacey
City of Tenino
Port of Olympia
Thurston EDC
Thurston Conservation District
North Thurston Public Schools
Nisqually Indian Tribe
Town of Bucoda
Confederated Tribes of the
Chehalis Reservation

Clark Gilman, Council member
Dennis McVey, Council member
Tom Oliva, Council member
JW Foster, Vice Chair
Carolyn Cox, Board member
Gene Dobry, Board member
Cynthia Pratt, Board member
Hilary Seidel, Board member
Chris Stearns, Commissioner
Scott Morgan, Staff
Tye Menser, Commissioner
Cheryl Heywood, Executive Director
Mel Murray, Staff
Malcolm Miller, Council member
David Watterson, Council member
Joe Downing, Commissioner
Michael Cade, Director
David Iyall, Board member
Chuck Namit, Board member
David Iyall, Member
Alan Carr, Mayor
Amy Loudermilk, Staff

Staff Present:
Marc Daily, Executive Director
Veena Tabbutt, Deputy Director
Karen Parkhurst, Planning & Policy Director
Dorinda O’Sullivan, Office Specialist III
Dave Read, IT Manager
Paul Brewster, Senior Planner
Katrina Van Every, Senior Planner
Michael Ambrogi, Senior GIS Analyst
Scott Carte, GIS & Modeling Manager
Allison Osterberg, Senior Planner
Sara Porter, Assistant Planner
Theressa Julius, Associate Planner
Amy Hatch-Winecka, WRIA 13 Lead Entity Coordinator
Others Present:
Ann Freeman-Manzanares, Intercity Transit
Eric Phillips, Intercity Transit
Jessica Gould, Intercity Transit
Doug DeForest, Transportation Policy Board member
Joel Carlson, Thurston region resident
David Fleckenstein, Washington State Department of Transportation Director of the Aviation Division
Andrew Beagle, Transportation Engineer Supervisor City of Olympia
Karen Messmer, Thurston Climate Action Team
Matt Unzelman, Thurston County Public Works
Sam Hunt, Senator
Mike Burnham, Intercity Transit
Mary Heather Aimes, City of Tumwater
Pete Kmet, City of Tumwater Mayor
Tim Smith, Planning Manager City of Olympia
Brian Meier, Thurston County Public Works
Martin Hoppe, City of Lacey
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Agenda Item 2

Introductions

Agenda Item 3
ACTION

Approval of Agenda
Councilmember Oliva moved, seconded by Councilmember Pratt, to approve the agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Agenda Item 5
ACTION

Consent Calendar
a. Approval of Minutes – May 1, 2020
b. Approval of Vouchers – May 2020
Councilmember McVey moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilman, to approve the consent
calendar. Motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 6
1ST REVIEW

Obligation Authority Review
Veena Tabbutt, Deputy Director, presented the draft Obligation Authority Policy for review. The policy is
needed for better clarity on roles, responsibilities, and timelines to meet our annual federal funding
obligation targets. Action will be taken on this item in July.

Agenda Item 7
PRESENTATION

Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission
David Fleckenstein, Washington State Department of Transportation Director of the Aviation Division,
gave Council an update on the work of the Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission to identify a
location for a new primary commercial aviation facility in Washington. Locations in Thurston County are
under consideration.

Agenda Item 8
1ST REVIEW

Regional Transportation Plan
Katrina Van Every, Senior Planner, reviewed public comment and staff responses for the draft Regional
Transportation Plan.

Agenda Item 9
1ST REVIEW

2020 Federal Transportation Funding Call for Projects - Proposal Review and Discussion
Paul Brewster, Senior Planner, and Karen Parkhurst, Planning and Policy Director, presented on the list
of proposed projects submitted for the 2020 Federal Transportation Call for Projects. The Transportation
Policy Board will develop a funding recommendation at their June 10 meeting, and Council will take action
at their July meeting.

Agenda Item 10
DISCUSSION

Report from Outside Committee Assignments
There were no outside committee reports.

Agenda Item 11
DISCUSSION

Member Check In
Council members had the opportunity to share information happening in their organizations/communities.

Agenda Item 12
DISCUSSION

Executive Director’s Report
Executive Director Marc Daily announced: (1) Marc would like to schedule a presentation with all jurisdictions
and partnerships for and update on the wrap up of Phase 1 of the I-5 work and the proposal that was
introduced from the South Sound Military Communities Partnership between I-5 Mounts rd. and Tumwater. It is
a $195 Million budget proposal with assumption there will be talk of new transportation packet in the next
session. (2) Tracking a Bill for Reauthorization of surface transportation and includes a stimulus fund.

Agenda Item 13

Adjournment
There being no further business, Chair Foster adjourned the meeting at 10:13 a.m.

__________________________________________
JW Foster, Chair
__________________________________________
Marc Daily, Executive Director

Minutes prepared by Dorinda O’Sullivan, Office Specialist IIIt, Thurston Regional Planning Council.
These minutes are not verbatim. A recording of this meeting is available upon request.

AGENDA ITEM #4c

Program
Area
X

MEMORANDUM

Mission
Statement

MPO/RTPO
Core Services
Contract Services
Grant Services

TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

Veena Tabbutt, Deputy Director

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

TRPC Obligation Authority Policy and Procedures

PURPOSE
Adopt the Thurston Regional Planning Council Obligation Authority Policy and Procedures.
Summary:


TRPC staff prepared an Obligation Authority (OA) Policy and Procedures to maintain
compliance with the Washington State Department of Transportation Local Agency
Federal Obligation Authority Policy.



The region’s OA policy will provide a common framework for all Thurston County
federal transportation grant program recipients to follow to obligate projects on
schedule to maintain delivery of the region’s annual obligation targets.



The OA policy will also position the region to receive additional redistributed grant
funds, if available, to obligate additional projects beyond the region’s baseline grant
allocation.



The policy includes procedures for rescinding grant funds from local agencies that
don’t meet expected obligation dates—if WSDOT sanctions funds from the Thurston
County Region for failing to meet its obligation targets.



The Obligation Authority Policy and Procedures were reviewed by the Technical
Advisory Committee and Transportation Policy Board in May, and by Council in June.

REQUESTED ACTION
Adopt the Thurston Regional Planning Council Obligation Authority Policy and Procedures
Attachment
vt:bm

Thurston Regional Planning Council
OBLIGATION AUTHORITY POLICY AND PROCEDURES
Adopted July 10, 2020

OBJECTIVES
Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) will implement the Obligation Authority policy outlined in this
document to achieve the following objectives:
1. To comply with the Washington State Department of Transportation Local Agency Federal
Obligation Authority Policy
2. To establish a clear and consistent framework for all local agency federal transportation grant
recipients within Thurston County
3. To position the region to fund additional projects with redistributed sanctioned funds
4. To mitigate the adverse impact of sanctions on projects programmed and ready to obligate in the
respective federal fiscal year (FFY)

BACKGROUND
Each FFY, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) sub-allocates Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) grant program funds to Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) or to nonMPO counties. That year’s funding level (plus a region’s previous year carry-forward amount) comprise a
region’s Obligation Authority (OA), here on referred to as the region’s obligation target.
FHWA has a strong interest in ensuring that obligation authority (funding) is committed (obligated) by the
end of the FFY it is made available. Thus, each state’s annual obligation target is equal to its amount of
OA that year. If states fall short of their obligation target, the un-obligated OA is rescinded by FHWA for
redistribution to states that can use it that year.
WSDOT is responsible for ensuring the total statewide local OA is delivered annually. In turn, the MPO or
lead county agency is responsible for delivering its regional obligation target. WSDOT Local Agency
Federal OA Policy outlines how funds will be sanctioned if an MPO or non-MPO county fails to deliver its
obligation target.

IMPLEMENTATION
FFY 2020 is year one of the WSDOT Local Agency Federal OA policy. TRPC’s 2020 OA target is subject
to the state’s policy. However, TRPC’s procedures will be implemented starting in FFY 2021. Refer to
Figure 1 for an overview of the TRPC OA Policy and Procedures timeline and activities. This policy can
be amended by TRPC to streamline the region’s needs and to reflect changes in the state’s OA policy.

1. Critical Dates
A. WSDOT’s OA policy specifies that the region must obligate its OA target by FHWA’s
September closing date (usually around the 25th).
B. For the region to be considered by WSDOT to receive redistributed funds, the region must
meet or exceed its OA target by July 31 of the current FFY. For a project to be counted in
the July 31st delivery, a complete funding package must be authorized by FHWA or in
FHWA’s queue awaiting authorization.
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Figure 1: TRPC Obligation Authority Policy and Procedures Timeline

1. Regional OA Target Notification

December January

February - March

April

May-July

July 31
September 25

SeptemberDecember

1. WSDOT issues OA targets to regions
2. TRPC provides local agencies a list of projects expected to obligate or
deobligate for the FFY OA Target
3. Local agencies report to TRPC if they have any projects at risk of not obligating
funds by July 31 (a one-year extension may be requested – conditions may apply)

2. Establish Regional Obligation Goal and Project Needs
1. TRPC and TAC establish a Regional Obligation Goal (Regional OA Target plus
aspirational level)
2. TRPC and TAC determine if additional projects are needed to meet OA Target
and/or Regional Obligation Goal

3. Project Selection and Programming
1. TRPC will take action to approve a project list, if necessary
2. The TPB will approve RTIP Amendments, if necessary

4. Project Obligation
1. Project sponsors submit projects for obligation
2. Project sponsors continue to report obligation status to TRPC staff
3. If projects don't obligate by July 31, selected contingency projects will be pulled
and returned to the contingency project list

5. Critical OA Target Dates
The region must meet or exceed its OA target by July 31 of the current FFY to
become eligible to receive redistributed sanctioned funds.
The region must meet its OA target by September 25 to avoid having funds
sanctioned by WSDOT

6. Sanctions
If TRPC is sanctioned by WSDOT for not achieving the required OA target, the
responsible project-sponsor will have a corresponding amount of funding
sanctioned by TRPC.
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2. Regional OA Target Notifications
In December:
A. WSDOT provides annual regional grant program allocations for Surface Transportation
Block Grant (STBG), Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement, and
Transportation Alternatives (TA) grant programs to the MPOs and non-MPO counties.
B. TRPC will provide local agencies a list of the projects expected to obligate or de-obligate
for the corresponding FFY OA target. This list will be based on TRPC’s grant award
letters and the most current project delivery status report provided by WSDOT Local
Programs.
In January:
A. Local agencies (usually Technical Advisory Committee members) will report to TRPC if
they have any:
i.
ii.

Current FFY projects at risk of not obligating funds by July 31; and/or
Projects likely to de-obligate funds in the current FFY not previously reported to
TRPC

Options for At-Risk Projects
A. For any projects at risk of not obligating by July 31, a local agency may request a oneyear obligation extension (from year stated in the award letter) without losing secure
funding. However, project timing may be subject to funding availability.
B. Projects delayed by more than one year must validate project feasibility to the Regional
Council to maintain its secure funding status in the Regional Transportation Improvement
Program (RTIP).
Note: The obligation date specified in the award letter is not always the same as the year
the project is programmed in the RTIP.

3. Establish FFY Regional Obligation Goal and Project Needs
In February:
A. TRPC staff will coordinate with the TAC to establish a Regional Obligation Goal for
remainder of the FFY. This goal is comprised of the region’s OA target plus an
aspirational level to exceed the target by July 31.
B. TRPC staff and the TAC will determine if additional projects are needed to meet the
Regional Obligation Goal by July 31 and/or the region’s OA target by September 25.
If Additional Projects are Needed:
In March:
A. By the third Thursday in March, local agencies will inform TRPC if a funding secure
project that is programmed for a future year or a contingency project from the
contingency list can submit complete paperwork and achieve FHWA obligation
authorization by July 31.
Note: All contingency projects are drawn from the contingency project list. Contingency
projects originate as pre-approved but unsecure funded projects during a Call for Projects
Process.
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4. Project Selection and Programming
In April:
A. The Regional Council will review and take action in one meeting to select candidate
projects to meet the baseline OA target and/or the Regional Obligation Goal.
B. The priority order for the selection of additional projects to obligation in the current FFY is
as follows:
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Funding secure projects that can obligate earlier than programmed will move
forward to meet the current FFY OA target
Contingency project funding level – the amount necessary to overcome the OA
target shortfall
Contingency project readiness as confirmed by project sponsor and WSDOT Local
Programs
Other TRPC Council priorities
A contingency project grant recipient not selected in the last two years (TRPC’s
intent to geographically distribute funding across the county)
Note: TRPC will abide by all agency policies and procedures for all RTIP
Amendments and Administrative Modifications. Intercity Transit projects may
require an Administrative Modification to the State Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) prior to obligation.

Regional Transportation Improvement Program Amendments and Administrative
Modifications
A. One or more contingency projects will be amended to the four-year project list in the
STIP to enable them to obligate, as needed (TRPC staff will coordinate with project
sponsors to process amendments).
viii.
ix.
x.

If Formal STIP Amendments are required to respond to the Regional
Council’s project selection, the TPB will act during their April meeting.
TRPC will issue updated award letters to grant recipients for projects with
revised obligation timelines.
TRPC staff will notify project sponsors when Administrative Modifications or
Amendments are approved (expected by the third Friday in May).

5. Contingency Project Obligation
A. Contingency project sponsors are encouraged to prepare WSDOT Local Agency
Agreement documentation prior to STIP amendment approval. However contingency
projects will stand by until receiving approval from TRPC to obligate.
B. All project sponsors with current FFY obligation deadlines, including contingency
projects, will continue communicating project status with TRPC staff.
C. If by July 31, there is any uncertainty to achieve the Region’s OA Goal, the contingency
project(s) that did not obligate by July 31 will be returned to the unfunded contingency
project list to be reconsidered for future years.

6. Sanction Process
A. If TRPC is sanctioned by WSDOT for not achieving the required OA target, the
responsible project-sponsor agencies will be subject to the following corrective actions,
under the direction of the Executive Director, to minimize impacts to other funding secure
projects:
xi.

TRPC will rescind the corresponding project’s funding secure status through
a formal letter.
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xii.
xiii.

If the sanction is caused by an unexpected de-obligation, the agency
responsible will move a comparable funded project onto the contingency list.
If a project has already obligated (but after the deadline), TRPC will issue a
formal letter to the project sponsor requiring them to de-obligate the project
funds.

B. TRPC will initiate a RTIP amendment. The amendment will move the project from the
four-year project list to Appendix A as a contingency project. Upon approval by TRPC,
the project may be amended back into the four-year project list if funding becomes
available.

DEFINITIONS
Obligation authority (OA): FHWA funding is only transferred to recipients as reimbursement for eligible
project costs. So, rather than the money itself, states or other recipients are said to receive obligation
authority -- authority (expressed as a dollar amount) to proceed with submitting projects to FHWA for final
approval and obligation.
Obligation: The federal government’s action to legally commit (promise) to pay or reimburse states or
other entities for the federal share of projects’ eligible costs. Following obligation by FHWA, the amount of
FHWA funding associated with that project is said to be obligated.
State obligation target: FHWA has a strong interest in ensuring that obligation authority (funding) is
used (obligated) by the end of the FFY it is made available. Thus, each state’s annual obligation target is
equal to the amount of OA it has that year. If states fall short o their obligation target, the un-obligated
OA is taken back by FHWA for redistribution to states that can use it that year.
Statewide local obligation target: In this policy-document, the statewide local obligation target refers to
the target dollar amount equal to the portion of annual OA managed through the WSDOT Local Programs
Office. OA managed by Local Programs can be split into two broad categories: 1) funding sub-allocated
to MPOs and non-MPO counties for allocation to projects (STBG, TA, CMAQ funds) and 2) funding
awarded to project sponsors by the Local Programs Office (National Highway Performance Program,
Bridge, Highway Safety Improvement Program, Interstate Maintenance, etc.).
Regional obligation target: By law, a portion of states’ annual FHWA obligation authority for certain
programs (STBG, TA, and CMAQ) is sub-allocated to areas of the state based on population. These suballocated amounts fund projects that are selected by metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) or
counties (in regions not required to have an MPO). The total amount of annual OA that is sub-allocated to
each MPO or non-MPO county is considered to be that MPO or non-MPO county’s regional obligation
target (plus any carry-forward from the previous FFY).
Nationally Redistributed OA: In years when one or more states fall short of their state obligation target,
the unused OA is taken back by FHWA and redistributed to states that can use it that FFY.
Sanction: In this document, a sanction is a dollar amount of OA reduction applied to a region’s future OA
sub-allocation as a result of failing to meet its regional obligation target as outlined in this policy
document. OA that a region currently has and is still seeking to obligate to its projects is not taken away
by a sanction. Rather, the next FFY’s sub-allocation of new OA is reduced.
Sanctioned OA / Redistributed sanctions: In this document, sanctioned OA is the dollar equivalent of
sanctions applied to regions resulting from the policies outlined in this document. Sanctioned OA will be
made available for redistribution to other regions pursuant to the policies explained by this document.
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AGENDA ITEM #6

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

J.W. Foster, Chair

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Appointment of 2021 Work Program Subcommittee

Program
Area

Mission
Statement

MPO/RTPO
X Core Services
Contract Services
Grant Services

A

PURPOSE
Appoint a Council subcommittee to work with staff in preparing a 2021 work program.
Summary:


Each year the Regional Council appoints a subcommittee to work with staff in
developing the work program.



The draft proposed 2021 work program will be reviewed by the Council in November
with action in December.



We expect the subcommittee will meet 1-3 times between August and November.

REQUESTED ACTION
Appoint a subcommittee of three to five members to work with staff in developing the 2021
work program.
86:bm

AGENDA ITEM #7

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

Katrina Van Every, Senior Planner

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

What Moves You – 2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) & Regional
2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Resolution

PURPOSE
Staff will present the What Moves You – 2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), and
request the Council amend and re-adopt the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement
Program (RTIP).
Summary:
 The RTP is being updated, and TRPC held an official Public Comment period from
April 10, 2020 to May 11, 2020. Comments were received from members of the public
and local, state, and federal agencies.
 Comments were reviewed with the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on May 21,
2020, and no concerns were expressed with staff’s responses.
 Comments were reviewed with the Transportation Policy Board (TPB) on June 10,
2020, and the TPB received additional public comment opposing inclusion of Project
A4, the Log Cabin Road Connection, in the plan.
 The TPB recommended adoption of the Plan with Council consideration of public
comments received regarding the Log Cabin Road Connection. All comments
received between June 5 and June 30 are attached to this memo. Any comments
received between July 1 and noon on July 9th will be shared with Council members
prior to the meeting.
 In addition to adopting the RTP, the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement
Program (RTIP) must also be updated and re-adopted to reflect changes to the annual
vehicle miles traveled growth rate established in the RTP.
 The attached adopting resolution covers adoption of the RTP as well as re-adoption of
the RTIP.
 This is TRPC’s second review of the Plan for consideration of adoption.
REQUESTED ACTION
Adopt the What Moves You - 2045 Regional Transportation Plan and amend and re-adopt the
2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement Program.
kva:bm

MEMORANDUM
Page 2
July 2, 2020
BACKGROUND
The RTP is required to be updated every four years; the last update (not including amendments) occurred in
2016. Since January 2019, staff has worked on drafting the updated RTP. The draft includes an executive
summary, seven chapters, and 13 appendices that provide additional information to help readers understand the
data and information in the Plan. The full draft is available on TRPC’s website at www.trpc.org/1012/Draft-2045Regional-Transportation-Plan.
ISSUES
RTIP Amendment and Re-Adoption. The Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) is required to
be consistent with the adopted Regional Transportation Plan. Because the forecast horizon has been pushed out
to 2045, the annual vehicle miles traveled (VMT) growth rate has been updated. This requires Appendix C in the
RTIP to be amended to reflect an annual VMT growth rate of 1.19% for the period 2020-2045, consistent with the
new RTP. This also requires that the RTIP be re-adopted.
Log Cabin Road Connection. Project A4, the Log Cabin Road Connection, is a City of Olympia project included
as a recommendation in the RTP. The project would extend Log Cabin Road from Boulevard Road to Wiggins
Road. Additionally, a roundabout would be constructed at Wiggins Road and 37th Avenue. City of Olympia staff
have indicated that this project would not be needed for 15-20 years, which is within the planning horizon of the
RTP update. City of Olympia staff have stated that they will work with the community well in advance of any
decision to proceed with project implementation.
During the public comment period in April and May, one comment was received opposing this project. Between
June 5 and June 30, 2020, staff received additional comments (attached) opposing this project and its inclusion in
the RTP. Any written comments received between July 1 and noon on July 9th will be sent to Council members
prior to the meeting.
The TPB also received public comment at their June 10, 2020 meeting opposing the project. However, that public
comment was cut short due to disruptions by people using offensive language and imagery. City of Olympia staff
Mark Russell also spoke and provided an overview of the project. The TPB requested that Council consider
comments received on this project in making the final RTP adoption decision. Prior to the
Post-Adoption Approvals. After the Plan is adopted, staff will submit it to Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA). The FHWA and the FTA will provide an air quality conformity determination to TRPC, indicating whether
the plan is in compliance with federal air quality standards. Staff anticipates receiving the air quality conformity
determination on July 10, 2020. The determination, along with TRPC’s adopting resolution, will be included in the
final published version of the plan.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Council adopt What Moves You - 2045 Regional Transportation Plan and amend and readopt the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement Program.
ATTACHMENTS
 Adopting Resolution (draft)
 Additional public comments received between June 5 and June 30, 2020

July 10, 2020
THURSTON REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NO. 2020-05
RELATING to the What Moves You - 2045 Regional Transportation Plan for the
Thurston Region, Washington State (2045 Regional Transportation Plan).
WHEREAS, Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) is designated by the Governor
as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the Regional Transportation Planning
Organization (RTPO) for the Thurston region; and
WHEREAS, as the MPO and RTPO, TRPC has specific responsibilities under federal
and state law to periodically review and update its regional transportation plan to reflect progress
and changes in plan implementation; and
WHEREAS, federal and state law also require TRPC to periodically review and update
its regional transportation plan to provide guidance on the transportation system’s future based
on the latest forecasts of regional demographic and development patterns, consistent with locally
adopted land use plans under the Growth Management Act; and
WHEREAS, TRPC began the process of updating the regional transportation plan in
2019; and
WHEREAS, TRPC updated regional demographic assumptions and adopted a 2045
population and employment forecast reflecting general growth patterns and local land use
policies and development patterns; and
WHEREAS, consistent with state and federal requirements, TRPC has engaged local,
state, and federal agencies and the region’s residents in a continuing, cooperative, and
comprehensive planning process that informs, and is informed by, local and state planning
processes; and
WHEREAS, TRPC prepared an Environmental Checklist pursuant to the State
Environmental Policy Act; and
WHEREAS, TRPC issued a Determination of Non-Significance for the 2045 Regional
Transportation Plan on April 10, 2020; and
WHEREAS, TRPC must certify the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan complies with all
state and federal air quality conformity requirements for particulate matter 10 microns in sizes or
less (PM10); and
WHEREAS, TRPC must also certify the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan meets all
other state and federal requirements pertaining to long-range regional transportation plans; and
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WHEREAS, the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan is to serve as the required regional
transportation plan and metropolitan transportation plan under state and federal law; and
WHEREAS, the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) must
also be updated to reflect changes to the annual vehicle miles traveled growth rate found in the
2045 Regional Transportation Plan; and
WHEREAS, the 2020-2023 RTIP must be re-adopted concurrent with adoption of the
2045 Regional Transportation Plan.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THURSTON REGIONAL PLANNING
COUNCIL:
THAT What Moves You - 2045 Regional Transportation Plan for the Thurston region,
Washington State be adopted as the long-range regional transportation plan for the Thurston
region, to provide the basis on which transportation decisions will be made by the Regional
Council and its members; and
THAT the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan is found to be in conformity with the
federal and state Clean Air Acts, the Thurston County PM10 Maintenance Plan, and other state
and federal requirements; and
THAT the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan will be reviewed and amended as
necessary to maintain its currency with issues and opportunities specific to the Thurston region.
THAT the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement Program be amended and
re-adopted to reflect an annual vehicle miles traveled growth rate of 1.19% for 2020-2045.
ADOPTED this 10th day of July 2020.
ATTEST:

Marc Daily
Executive Director

JW Foster
Chair, Thurston Regional Planning Council
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sally Brennand
Marc Daily
"What Moves You" comment from taxpayer - no A4
Monday, June 8, 2020 3:42:42 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Mr Daily,
I have lived in Olympia 14 years.
LBA Woods is an unexpected gem in our backyard. We seek refuge there daily and heal from
the restorative powers of the forest.
Please do not build the "A4" Log Cabin Project. This road is no longer needed since the
Bentridge and Trillium developments did not occur and taxpayers should not be burdened with
funding $8.5 million for an unneeded road. Traffic from this project make Log Cabin road
unsafe putting students from Pioneer Elementary, Washington Middle School and Olympia
High School at risk.
Thank you,
Sally Brennand
4113 Banbridge Loop SE, Olympia, WA 98501
360-790-3456
Live in the sunshine, swim in the sea, drink the wild air ... Ralph Waldo Emerson

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kathy Jacobson
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
Against proposed road through LBA Woods
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 12:13:04 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello,
As a former park ranger, and current environmental educator, I have seen first hand the
benefits that being in open spaces, forested lands has on the physical, and emotional wellbeing of Thurston County residents.
We have too few places already in the county where one can escape the noise, and congestion
of city life already. Just look at the number of cars parked to visit Watershed Park, or the BFJr.
NNWR for example on any given day.
Also, every day, entire wooded habitats are cut down to make room for more housing
developments, and warehouses. The loss of our natural environment has been happening
rapidly, with little thought to a balance of open spaces, green spaces and development.
Please protect people's health and the health of our natural spaces. Vote no on the construction
of road(s) through LBA woods.
Thank you,
Kathy Jacobson

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

CHERYL SMITH
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2
Board meeting this morning
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:34:57 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Director Daily and CouncilMember Gilman, I have been unable to access this
morning's Policy Board meeting at 8 am. I have tried to access via Zoom online and
also via phone. No luck.
I wish to register my comments and concerns about the proposed road through LBA
Woods. I respectfully request that this email be included as part of the public
comment for today's meeting.
I oppose the proposed road and would appreciate the opportunity to have the public
work with you on an alternate solution. LBA Woods is one of our area's community
treasures. It is an important asset to so many people. I used to live near the woods
but my extended family and network of friends use these woods on a regular basis for
exercise and recreation. There must be another way!
Please confirm receipt of this email and confirm that these comments will be entered
into the record of today's meeting due to lack of access via other methods. Thank
you very much. Respectfully Submitted, Cheryl Smith

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dorinda OSullivan
Marc Daily; Veena Tabbutt
FW: A4 Log Cabin Road Extension - Public Comment, Opposition
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 10:23:03 AM

Public Comment

Dorinda O’Sullivan
Office Specialist III
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7386 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org

*********************************************
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify TRPC’s
systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail; however, the agency does not
accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: Jonathan Lindsay <heidrich.lindsay@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:29 AM
To: info@trpc.org
Subject: A4 Log Cabin Road Extension - Public Comment, Opposition
***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

Dear TRPC,
I attended the June 10, 2020 Transportation Planning Committee on Zoom and was
unable to participate due to the disruption. Thank you for extending public comment
on the A4 Log Cabin Road Extension Project and for receiving additional comments.
We live in the Merriman Place development at 2719 Farmer Way just north of the Log
Cabin Road Roundabout and proposed extension. My family accesses LBA Woods at
the foot of the water tower almost daily. Our home doesn’t have a backyard at all and
having a 13 and 6 year old means we rely on the woods to exercise and get outdoors
time.
I’m opposed to the Log Cabin Road extension because it will increase traffic, noise
and pollution, decrease safety and access to an important community resource which
raises the quality of life of our community.
A Log Cabin Road extension will:
Have negative effects our
our community and decrease the quantity of our lives:

Decrease access to LBA Woods
for the community that heavily utilizes
and
maintains
the woods

Increase traffic, which
already are higher and faster
since the roundabouts at Log Cabin and Morse Merriman

Increase traffic noise in
the Merriman Place and surrounding housing communities.

Increase traffic noise in
the LBA Park

Disrupt wildlife in the
LBA Woods and ruin the environment with noise, pollution and litter

Increase air pollution in
the LBA woods and surrounding housing communities
I request a feasibility study to look at improving and expanding More Merriman Road
so that the traffic needs of the area can be met,
I”m grateful for TRPC's openness to receiving additional feedback and thank you for
your consideration of my comments.
Thank you for your thoughtful deliberation and service to our region.
Jonathan Lindsay
2719 Farmer Way SE
Olympia, WA 98501
360-359-2215

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dorinda OSullivan
Katrina Van Every; Marc Daily
FW: No road though LBA
Friday, June 12, 2020 3:16:55 PM

Dorinda O’Sullivan
Office Specialist III
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7386 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org

*********************************************
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify TRPC’s
systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail; however, the agency does not
accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: Travis Schultz <schultzie20@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2020 3:10 PM
To: info@trpc.org
Subject: No road though LBA
***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
To whom it may concern,

I am writing to strongly voice my disapproval of any proposed extension of Log
Cabin Road through LBA Woods Park. This project makes no sense, clearly isn’t
needed, would be expensive, and totally ruins a park that the City just funded and
developed after popular support for a Parks District just a few years ago. Further it
is a very important piece of undeveloped property in an area fast becoming more
and more dense.

Heaps of people walk and run in LBA myself included. It is about a mile from my
doorstep. Being able to have trails so close to our home was a major selling point of
living in the Olympia/Tumwater/Lacey area.
Its shocking to me that the City would purchase a large tract of land to develop LBA
Woods after very strong public support, then plan to literally dissect it into two tracts
a few years later. This is ridiculous, and would be a waste of taxpayer money. The
park will go from a nice, quiet, large piece of land accessible from at least four
different directions to two narrow slivers of land, both close to constant traffic, with
a wide swath of large trees chopped down to make room for the road which again,

nobody wants.

We already paid for the land to make it a park; we don’t want to pay again to ruin
the park and level a wide swath to run a road literally right down the middle of it…a
road few people want, and less need.

Travis Schultz
3624 Hoadly Street
Tumwater WA 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dorinda OSullivan
Katrina Van Every; Marc Daily
FW: No road through LBA woods
Friday, June 12, 2020 3:16:44 PM

Dorinda O’Sullivan
Office Specialist III
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7386 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org

*********************************************
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify TRPC’s
systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail; however, the agency does not
accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: Jihan Grettenberger <jihangrett@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2020 3:09 PM
To: info@trpc.org
Subject: No road through LBA woods
***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Thurston Regional Planning Council,
I am writing to strongly voice my disapproval of any proposed extension of Log Cabin Road through LBA Woods
Park. It is an extremely important undeveloped property in a county quickly becoming more dense. I grew up in
Wilderness Neighborhood with the neighborhood backing up to the LBA woods and my parents still live there. The
LBA woods were were I learned to mountain bike and had some of my first trail running experiences. Fast forward
15 years and I am back in Thurston County and live 1.5 mile from an entrance to the LBA woods. These woods still
have an important role in my life as I run through those woods for exercise or go walk with family and friends. It is
only of the only spaces in the area with a large network of trails for community members.
A road through the woods would significantly impact the wild space that it offers to families, dog walkers, young
bikers, and the natural ecology. Through accessing smaller parks such as LBA we grow an appreciate green space,
nature, and feel comfortable heading into more wild, larger spaces. A road through the park will increase risk to
the people using the space and wildlife who call LBA woods their home and show to our citizens that cars are more
important than the overall wellbeing of the community.
Before LBA Woods was developed, the tract of land was permitted and planned for 500-1000 dwelling units for the
Bentridge and Trillium developments. Maybe if those houses had been built and LBA Woods Park didn’t exist, the
road may have made sense. But that didn’t happen. Without the houses, there isn’t nearly the traffic need, and
adding the road would only ruin the park that citizens fought so hard to acquire and develop. It would additionally
be a costly project that does not encourage community. The roads surrounded around the park already have been
improved to better move traffic.
I urge you to reconsider this project and work with the City of Olympia. It is not in the public interest, it is not in the
interest of the taxpayer, and it is not in the interest of families.

Sincerely,
Jihan Grettenberger
3624 Hoadly St. SE
Tumwater, WA 98501
(360) 790-9848

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Katrina Van Every
Marc Daily
FW: Road through LBA Woods
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 11:29:19 AM

MarcPlease see below another comment regarding the Log Cabin Road Connection.
-Katrina
Katrina Van Every, Senior Planner
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A
Olympia, WA 98502
Phone: (360) 741-2514
Fax: (360) 956-7815
Website: www.trpc.org
*********************************************
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please notify TRPC’s systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are
present in this e-mail; however, the agency does not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of
this e-mail or attachments.
-----Original Message----From: Dorinda OSullivan <OSullivanD@trpc.org>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:05 AM
To: Katrina Van Every <VanEveryK@trpc.org>; Paul Brewster <brewstp@trpc.org>
Subject: FW: Road through LBA Woods
Is this part of RTP or Call for projects?
Dorinda O’Sullivan
Office Specialist III
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7386 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax) www.trpc.org
*********************************************
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please notify TRPC’s systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are
present in this e-mail; however, the agency does not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of
this e-mail or attachments.

-----Original Message----From: Dan Mathis <rundanorun@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 8:37 PM
To: info@trpc.org
Subject: Road through LBA Woods
***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
To whom it may concern,
As a longtime resident of the Olympia area I ask that you stop consideration of constructing a new road through
LBA Woods. There is no need for a new road traversing the Woods when Morse-Merryman Road parallels it less

than a quarter mile north. Not only would it be a waste of money, but It would also negatively impact the beautiful
and peaceful LBA Woods. Not that long ago the people of Olympia and adjoining Thurston County residents rose
up and fought to preserve LBA Woods and the city listened. I now implore you to stop the proposed road and
instead use a small portion of those funds to add shoulders to and make safer Wiggins and Morse-Merryman Roads.
Respectfully,
Dan Mathis
6819 Old Forest Lane SE
Tumwater, WA 98501
360-480-4449

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JOE MOORAD
Marc Daily; info@trpc.org
Fwd: Against Log Cabin Extension
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 7:37:21 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

Date: 06/30/2020 5:48 PM
Subject: Against Log Cabin Extension
to whom it may concern:
My family have lived one block from LBA Woods for the past 17 years. My
wife and I enjoy walking through the park 2-3 times a week. Many of our
neighbors make use of the walking trails throughout the park. It is an
asset to our region where you are minutes from walking through a
beautiful forest. It has been particularly beneficial during this difficult time.
The ability to walk a quarter mile and escape into this park and put your
worries and anxiety away for a time has been priceless.
The park is young; allow it to continue growing and being a place of
refuge in our ever growing city. Please modify your regional transportation
plan 2020-45 and keep this jewel of a park intact.
Joe and Mylene Moorad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Mark Teply
Gilman, Clark-2; Marc Daily
stoptheroadlba@gmail.com
I oppose the Log Cabin Extension
Friday, June 12, 2020 8:48:22 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Councilman Gilman and Director Daily:
I am a frequent user of LBA Woods and I oppose plans, now and in the future, to build the Log
Cabin Extension--or any new road for that matter--through LBA Woods. In fact, I was
thoroughly disappointed to see the construction of a seriously over-designed road to the new
water tower and continue to be disappointed to see the maintenance of a right-of-way that
seems way in excess of that needed to maintain and protect the facility. I was asleep at the
switch on that one and don't want to make the same mistake twice.
LBA Woods is a not only a forested oasis amidst development, but it is one of the last, best
examples of lowland moraine habitat--a unique glacial feature. As development accelerates all
around, the woods provide a place of respite in our community--something I know many have
taken advantage of in recent months--and provide intact habitat with high biodiversity. A road
would degrade this. Even the water-tower road has negatively affected quiet and habitat and
the Log Cabin Extension, by splitting the woods and with increased traffic, would adversely
impact habitat and quiet disproporionately more than its planned footprint.
My other fear with the proposed road--and with the water-tower road--is that it sets up LBA
Woods for future housing development. Though I understand the need for affordable housing,
I think there are other options. In any case, development of the woods would be in opposition
to the stated initial intent of the City's purchase of the property and, instead, would make the
City look like it was in the real estate speculation business. I don't think anyone could argue
with a straight face that that thought hasn't crossed the Council's minds. Maybe the City has
the right to do this but it would only erode trust.
I know you have many weighty issues before you, so I thank you for your attention to this
matter.
Mark Teply
markteply@msn.com
360-915-3480

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marny Howell
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
Input on LBA woods
Friday, June 19, 2020 9:34:34 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Thurston County Regional Planning Council and related local city and county
council members,
I was not able to attend the Zoom meeting on Weds that got interrupted by
someone online.
Please save money and let go of the plan to complete the Log Cabin Road. We
“saved” LBA Woods a few times already. We do NOT need a road of cars
intersecting this beautiful woods and park. My children routinely bike back there
and there is never any worry about getting hit by a car. We run and walk dogs back
there, build forts and enjoy this very special park the City and it’s residents fought
to save from becoming a large tract housing development. This road was part of
those plans, which developers were slated to cover most of the costs of
construction and doesn’t need to be considered. Please vote against this proposal
and save our county/city budgets for other more pressing needs in this era of
budget shortfalls due to COVID.
By taking out the "A4" Log Cabin project from the Plan will allow for planners to
start planning for an approach in tune with the community's values. Increasing
traffic along Log Cain Road will decrease car safety and make this key road used by
students from three different schools less pedestrian and bicycle friendly.
A City of Olympia study estimated that building the Log Cabin extension would
increase traffic by 60%. Increased traffic will result in more noise and more
congestion. Worse, as I-5 becomes more congested Google Maps and Waze
applications will redirect traffic around the congestion and into nearby
neighborhoods.
The project would funnel traffic onto North Street. The North Street corridor,
between Cain Road and Henderson Boulevard is already designated as a Mobility
Strategy Area, meaning there is no feasible plan to address congestion in this area.
It would be unwise and a breach of a commitment to the neighbors to widen North
Street.
Marny Howell, Olympia Resident
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

BETH Norman
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
LBA Park Road
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:31:42 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Please do not put a road through separating LBA park from LBA Woods. Many people use
both. Parking is in the park portions and creating a major through street park goers must cross
makes no sense. Especially since the housing is not being constructed, there there will be less
need for this road. I walk and run in the woods almost daily. Each part is unique with many
ecosystems. Please do not destroy this natural area that we work so hard to preserve. Remove
this road from your plan. Please fix Morris Merriman and Wiggins with bike lanes and
sidewalks instead. It is hard to access the Chehalis western trail from our neighborhoods.
Thank you
Elizabeth Norman
Get Outlook for iOS

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tracy B
Marc Daily
LBA Park
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:43:20 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hi Marc,
Don’t know if you remember me, but our boys went to 5Cs together a long time ago and we got the boys together a
few times over the years after. I’m Tristan and Trevor’s mom. Hello! And Hello to Karen and Will from us!
I’m writing to you because I tried to get onto the zoom meeting this morning without success. I just want to register
my objection to extending log cabin road through LBA park. It isn’t necessary, with Morse-Merryman going the
same direction just a few tenths of a mile down. And it would ruin a park that many of us love for walking, jogging,
dog walking, etc. it also seems like a poor use of taxpayer dollars since it really is not needed.
I hope that this plan can be reconsidered.
Thank you!
Tracy Bahm

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Janet Wheeler
Marc Daily
LBA road
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 10:51:35 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Please do NOT build a road through the wonderful woods of LBA Park. In addition to being
home to much wildlife it is a truly peaceful area. I find it hard to believe that a road is really
needed in this area.
Please take this road out of the city plan.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Janet Wheeler
2800 Aberdeen Ct SE
Olympia, Wa 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Clayton Kinsel
Marc Daily
LBA woods and 2045 transportation plan
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:34:11 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello,
I’m writing to express concern over something I just heard about, the potential construction of a road
that would bisect LBA woods park. This forested Park is very important to me and the surrounding
community and has been invaluable as a place of refuge during the COVID-19 ordeal, I have been
visiting the park daily as are many other area residents. It is so nice to have a park like this in our
community and this is a part of what makes this area a great place to live. Residents of Olympia and
Lacey need parks and open space like this for quality of life. Building a road through the park that is
enjoyed by so many, is in my opinion a terrible idea. Also I’m not happy with the 8 million dollar
price tag that will fall upon taxpayers. The potential traffic impacts are also concerning for me as my
home is in the area and my daughter will be walking to school on these streets. Sounds like traffic
would increase on North, Cain and Log Cabin as a result of this project. This sounds like a terrible
idea for our community. I fully oppose this potential project and wanted to share my concerns.
Please oppose this and remove the “A4” Log Cabin project from the Thurston County 2045 regional
transportation plan.
Sincerely,
Clayton Kinsel

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stacy
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
LBA Woods Road Extension
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 9:16:25 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
To Whom It May Concern,
I am a home owner in the city of Olympia. I live in the Nottingham neighborhood which is accessed off of
Log Cabin Road. This email is to express my thoughts and feelings regarding the plan to extend Log
Cabin Road through the beautiful woods south of LBA park. I strongly oppose this plan. As you know,
these woods are utilized by many folks and families who walk, ride bikes, jog, bird watch, dog walk, and
generally experience the bliss of nature on a daily basis for their mental, physical and spiritual health.
I walk my two labradors in the woods every day.
The plan to create a parallel roadway between two other access roads (Morse Merriman road and Yelm
Highway) will only cause more volume of traffic through our already crowded neighborhood road (Log
Cabin). It will also disrupt and likely kill animal species and their habitats.
This road project will scar the beloved woods forever.
Please consider other options for traffic flow and access around our community. I fully support round-abouts and maintaining flow of traffic, but the road through the woods will cause more harm than good in
my opinion.
Very Sincerely,
Stacy Waterworth
3503 Gainsborough Ct SE
Olympia, WA 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Payne
Marc Daily
LBA Woods Road Plan
Monday, June 8, 2020 5:28:02 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Mr. Daily,
I am writing this email to voice my strong disapproval fo the plan to build an extension of Log
Cabin Road through LBA Park. Beyond it being a valued community and city park, the
bifurcation of the land would fly in the face of the city's commitment to sustainability, while
doing little to achieve what the road expansion was originally intended to do- allow for
housing development.
Log Cabin Road was planned when Bentridge and Trillium were expected to add 1,000
dwelling units in this area and that development never happened. The original plan called for
the developers to pay for most of the cost of construction. With the preservation of LBA
Woods, these developments will not be built, this traffic demand will not occur, and there are
no developers to pay the cost.
The cost would now land squarely on Olympia and the region and we have to ask,
who really wants this road built through LBA Woods? As taxpayers will have to bear
over $8 million in costs we will be saddled with costs for a project the public doesn't
want.
By taking out the "A4" Log Cabin project from the Plan it will allow for planners to
start planning for an approach in tune with the community's values. Increasing traffic
along Log Cain Road will decrease car safety and make this key road used by students
from three different schools less pedestrian and bicycle-friendly.
A City of Olympia study estimated that building the Log Cabin extension would
increase traffic by 60%. Increased traffic will result in more noise and more
congestion. Worse, as I-5 becomes more congested Google Maps and Waze
applications will redirect traffic around the congestion and into nearby
neighborhoods.
The project would funnel traffic onto North Street. The North Street corridor, between
Cain Road and Henderson Boulevard is already designated as a Mobility Strategy
Area, meaning there is no feasible plan to address congestion in this area. It would be
unwise and a breach of a commitment to the neighbors to widen North Street.

As a landscape architect, I find the whole notion of destroying valued neighborhood
parks, increasing traffic through residential neighborhoods, and increasing the tax

burden on Olympia residents confusing, and highly disappointing. AS the current
pandemic has shown, outdoor space if to cherished and supported. Let's give more
thought to outdoor space that isn't paved.

Thank you for your consideration.

John Payne

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kate Thedell
Marc Daily
LBA Woods road proposal
Monday, June 22, 2020 4:24:48 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello Mr. Daily,
I'm writing to ask you and the rest of the Thurston Planning Council to abandon plans for the
proposed road through LBA Woods, and to remove this road from the traffic plan.
I cannot express to you what it means to have a park of this quality available for walks. I truly
think it has saved my sanity during quarantine, and will continue to do so during the remainder
of my lockdown as a high risk person.
I have a good friend in Tacoma that literally has NO nearby wooded areas to walk, and I have
to say I have been pretty smug as it concerns Olympia. Don't make me eat my words!! We
have been visiting many of your parks over the last months and years, and LBA has become a
particular favorite. It's not really big, but it is really safe for children and runners, and it is
possible to get a good 5 mile walk out of it. The more people in the area, the more nonprogrammed green space like this is important, and a road would severely disrupt enjoyment
of this park.
Another great thing about Oly is the abundance of wildlife, but it all needs green spaces to
survive. There are lots and lots of roads, a lot of asphalt, and too many cars. The real future
of the town should be encouraging biking, hiking, and public transportation, not more roads
for more cars. There are so few places in our area where a person can find quiet because of
the freeway and other roads. It used to be quiet in my backyard, until commercial construction
put an end to that. LBA woods is pretty quiet.
I will be sending comments to others, too, but I do hope for your support in this.
Sincerely,
Kate Thedell

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

M. Taylor Goforth
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; info@trpc.org; Olympia City Council
LBA WOODS should remain an OLYMPIA CITY woods PARK ( NO road)
Sunday, June 28, 2020 4:53:50 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear TRPC members and Olympia City Council members,

This letter is to request and strongly encourage you to remove the proposed extension of Log
Cabin Road from the City's Capital Facilities Plan. For the new, greener future that Olympia's
current and future residents desire and deserve, our traffic planners need to seize opportunities
not to build previously planned roads or see roads as the only or best solutions to traffic
problems. Neighborhoods should operate with much stronger pedestrian access, deemphasizing roads and single family cars as best transportation options. Studies show that the
construction of new roads for current traffic problems actually INcrease the traffic! Is there a
real problem anyway? Or, by presuming this road should be built, are we not delaying the
inevitable need to get out of our cars, use public transportation or bicycle and build (or KEEP,
in the case of LBA) needed amenities local? The one act of NOT building this road would
assist in so many other ways in growing a more enjoyable and sustainable Olympia.
As the population continues to grow in Olympia, and climate change continues to impact the
globe, the value of LBA WOODS will increase exponentially. Here in 2020 we should NOT
be putting in a road at great expense to so many resources when there are so many other public
amenities that would foster a more sustainable and satisfactory experience for residents and
visitors alike. Peace, quiet, trees, and safety for children and wildlife are all highly valuable
resources that we should steward now to the best of our ability, building our capacity as
stewards into the foreseeable future.
Please do your part, and help us do ours, in giving the future of Olympia a greener chance.
We will thank you now and future generations will thank you even more!!!
Sincerely,
Mary-Taylor Goforth
Olympia resident since 1997

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Amy G
Marc Daily
LBA Woods
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:47:30 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

Dear Mr. Daily,
I am writing to urge you to vote against proceeding with the Log Cabin Extension through LBA
Woods. I am a regular user of LBA, putting a road through the middle of it would be ruinous to an
amazing park. The connection between the park and the woods is one of the great benefits. Having
miles of trails connected to a popular park increases my feeling of safety as I walk alone in the woods
with my elderly dog. A road would destroy not only that connection but also would destroy the
peaceful nature of the woods by shrinking the buffer between the existing surrounding roads.
As the housing developments once planned for that area are now off the table, it doesn’t make any
sense to ruin the park/woods and a big chunk of the taxpayers investment with a road through the
middle of it, in addition to the taxpayers now having to foot the bill for the road the developers are
no longer paying for. With the new roundabout at Morse-Merryman, it seems more logical to flow
traffic along that route rather than through the woods.
Larger parcels of land among the neighborhoods for wildlife and public recreation are becoming
more and more rare, let’s not destroy one we already have
Thank you for your consideration,
Amy Garrison

Virus-free. www.avg.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Van Eenwyk
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
LBA Woods
Sunday, June 7, 2020 9:37:43 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

It has come to my attention that there are still plans to put a road
through LBA Woods. This is a terrible idea for two reasons:
1) Wilderness ("wild") areas, particularly in cities, are essential for
mental health. Not only are wilderness areas necessary for
relieving stress, but their complexity also teaches the brain to
recognize, engage, and integrate complexity into our lives. In a
time when polarization is paralyzing our nation, familiarity and
acceptance of complexity is desperately needed. Please see the
following report from the University of Washington on this subject:
https://www.zmescience.com/science/wilderness-citieshappiness-235234/
2) Increasing the availability of roads increases traffic and
encourages single-occupancy vehicles, which--in turn--increases
pollution in the general population and danger to pedestrians. This
is not the direction in which Olympia should be going. When the
covid lockdowns produced a decrease in vehicle traffic, more
people rode bikes, pollution decreased, and pedestrian accidents
became non-existent.
Putting a road through LBA Woods will produce nothing positive
and a great deal negative. Plans for this project must be
terminated immediately. Once wilderness is lost, it never
recovers.
Please eliminate any and all considerations of putting a road
through LBA Woods.
Thank you.

John R. Van Eenwyk
-The Rev. Dr. John R. Van Eenwyk
sent from my antediluvian computer

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brent Miller
Gilman, Clark-2; Marc Daily; Miller, Malcolm
LBA
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 6:37:27 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello,
I am contacting you to share my interest in keeping the wonderful trails at LBA as they
currently are. The park and it’s trail system are one of these types of gems that make olympia
what it is. Some of those trails on the southern half are the best ones in LBA, there are
stretches that could be trails in the Olympics, they are that beautiful and “remote” feeling. But,
they are not remote at all. I live close to Yelm Hwy and am an avid trail runner, and I can be
on the LBA trails in 3/4 mile (the SE corner). I run there every week, sometimes several times
a week. It’s amazing to be able to run on trails from home, and the vast
trail system at LBA allows you to get in a nice big loop. I run the loop that was used for the
Little Backyard Adventure event there last year, which was a great event! I also hike around
on these trails with my daughter when my son is at football practice at the park. I’ve hiked
there with my entire family. I always see other individuals and groups out enjoying these
trails, and I’m positive all of us would be greatly appreciative if they stay as they are. Thank
you so much for your time.
Brent

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bob Brennand
Marc Daily
Log Cabin Extension "A4" Project Feedback
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:02:16 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Sir,
I am writing to strongly voice my disapproval of any proposed extension of Log Cabin Road through
LBA Woods Park. This project makes no sense, clearly isn’t needed, would be expensive, and totally
ruins a park that the City just funded and developed after popular support for a Parks District just a
few years ago.
Its shocking to me that the City would purchase a large tract of land to develop LBA Woods after
very strong public support, then plan to literally dissect it into two tracts a few years later. This is
ridiculous, and would be a waste of taxpayer money. The park will go from a nice, quiet, large piece
of land accessible from at least four different directions to two narrow slivers of land, both close to
constant traffic, with a wide swath of large trees chopped down to make room for the road. For the
gravel road constructed to service the recently installed water tower, a swath of trees three times as
wide as the road was cut out; I can just imagine how wide a swath will be cut out for the proposed
road. Just so someone can get to Olympia 30 seconds faster?
This road will also serve to dump more cars into the Olympia/Pioneer School area, which is already
congested every school day morning, with plenty of children. Yelm Highway was recently upgraded,
and is already two lanes each way with roundabouts from the City border on the east to Cleveland
Avenue, and should continue to be the main thoroughfare for traffic accessing or coming from south
Lacey.
This seems to be one of those classic cases where the underlying situation has changed, and no one
wants to admit a project isn’t needed anymore. Before LBA Woods was developed, the tract of land
was permitted and planned for 500-1000 dwelling units for the Bentridge and Trillium
developments. Maybe if those houses had been built and LBA Woods Park didn’t exist, the road may
have made sense. But that didn’t happen. Based on strong citizen objections, after the City said
they didn’t have the funds to purchase the land for a Park, local citizens rallied and supported, voted
and approved a Metropolitan Parks District to purchase more land for parks. I believe approximately
$6 million was spent to purchase the LBA Woods land, and more money is being spent to develop its
trail system. Without the houses, there isn’t nearly the traffic need, and adding the road would only
ruin the park that citizens fought so hard to acquire and develop. And without developers to pay for
the road, who is going to pay for the $8 million estimated cost?
We already paid for the land to make it a park; we don’t want to pay again to ruin the park and level
a wide swath to run a road literally right down the middle of it…a road few people want, and less
need.
Bob Brennand
bobbrennand@comcast.net

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Duncan & Di
Marc Daily
Log Cabin Extension
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 8:07:39 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
We are residents of Nottingham development on Log Cabin Blvd. Currently there is a significant
volume of traffic and noise, and pre pandemic rush hours in the morning and afternoon. We vote
against extending Log Cabin and the resulting traffic and noise.
Diana and Duncan MacQuarrie
3507 Southampton Ct. SE, Olympia 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lucy Hannigan-Ewing
Marc Daily
Log Cabin Extension
Saturday, June 6, 2020 1:39:15 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Mr. Daily,
I want to express my strong opposition to the proposed extension of Log Cabin Road through
the LBA Woods.
I grew up on Morse Road (off Boulevard Road) and now live in the
Nottingham Neighborhood (off Logo Cabin). I remember well when LBA park was
established and discovering the LBA woods shortly after that. Once again my world expanded
and my walks through the woods returned--you see, the Olympia School district bought the
woods behind my childhood home in order to build Washington Middle School thus ending
the walks in the woods that I grew up loving. Mr. Daily, we have enough roads in our
community and not nearly enough woods for enjoying and exploring. We don't need to put a
road through those woods...there are plenty of other options for cars to get from Olympia to
Lacey.
Having lived off Log Cabin for 12 years, I can tell you that road is already busy enough. In the
morning there are cars backed up halfway up Log Cabin as high school students/families work
to get through the 3-way stop at North Street and Cain Road. At the end of the school day, it
can be a challenge to get out of my neighborhood (even on my bike if I want to head toward
Boulevard Road) because of all of the traffic. We don't need more cars on Log Cabin Road.
We have schools, schools, schools in this area and many students walk and bike to those
schools. I believe putting more cars on the roads in this area will be detrimental for those
students. Their safety will be at risk with increased traffic--more chances of auto-pedestrian
accidents and lowered air quality from car exhaust and fewer trees in the area (since trees will
have to be removed from LBA woods to build a road).
I am asking that the Log Cabin extension be removed from the Regional Transportation Plan.
With concern,
Lucy Hannigan-Ewing

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kathleen Snyder
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2
Log Cabin Road Connection
Monday, June 8, 2020 11:21:38 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Sirs:
I just saw a diagram of the proposed road that will go through the middle of LBA Park. I really feel you should rethink this plan. Two overriding reasons come to mind:
1. No one knows how long this virus will be affecting our activities. Individuals and families may not have full
access to indoor facilities (libraries, children's museums, theater) for quite some time. Outdoor recreation is the
primary way people are coping and enjoying life at present. Preserving every inch of parkland and improving them
should be a top priority for the government.
2. Also, in light of all the lost revenue that municipalities and counties have lost this year, this road does not seem
like a good use of tax money. I would rather see that money used for essential services.
Thank you for your consideration,
Kathleen Snyder
1220 Devon Loop NE
Olympia WA 98506

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sherry Feek
Marc Daily
Log Cabin Road Extension through LBA Woods
Saturday, June 6, 2020 6:06:43 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

TRPC Director Marc Daily,
On June 10th your are meeting to consider the approval of the Log Cabin
Extension Road. Before you meet, I want to share my thoughts with you.
I am among very many in our community who enjoy our LBA Woods. I walk my
dog there and have seen barred owls, coyotes, all manner of birds and
beautiful wild flowers and so many, many varieties of native plants. The trails
provide such a variety of areas to walk through. I have lived on Van Epps Street
S. E. for almost 25 years with my husband. He enjoyed the woods as much as I
before he died five years ago. It was very hard to see the water tower road
built and the water tower, although I knew it was necessary. It disrupted the
animal life and cut off our trails for walking.
This extension road does not seem necessary. Wooded areas in our
community are precious. Please do not approve this extension road and ruin
this beautiful area. Remove it from the Regional Transportation Plan.
Thank you for considering my request.
Sincerely,
Sherry Feek
360 556-2596
3323 Van Epps St SE
Olympia

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ryan DiCrescenzo
Miller, Malcolm; Gilman, Clark-2; Marc Daily
Log Cabin Road Extension, please no
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 9:15:24 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hi there,
My name is Ryan DiCrescenzo. I live at 3701 Wiggins Road SE, Olympia WA 98501 with
my wife Sarah McGraw and sons Simon and Morgan. I ran a business in Downtown Olympia
for over 21 years, I am on the Olympia Downtown Alliance Board of Directors, and keep
active in the community in many ways. I have lived in Olympia for 24 years and have owned
and resided in this home for 14. My kids have never lived in another home.
Our home is at the intersection of Wiggins and Herman/37th, one of several houses directly in
the way of proposed construction. Our house was built in 1928, so it is nearly 100 years old. It
is a beautiful example of a craftsman farmhouse of the time, with old growth oak, fir, and
cedar throughout, and it would be a shame to lose such a wonderful piece of architecture.
Yet, I am less concerned with the prospect of losing my home as I am with LBA Woods'
wonderful expanse of woods and wildlife. The quarantine has magnified the importance of
such an area for all Olympians. Exercise, dog-walking, bird watching, and so many other
pastimes are made possible by this last remaining stretch of forest in our city limits.
Last, after the proposed Trillium Development was canceled and the woods converted to
public park, we simply don't have the same need to extend the Log Cabin Road any further.
Importantly, the high cost of constructing this extension is now not being paid proportionately
by the developer (once Trillium), so the tax burden falls even heavier on our home owners-- at
the same time that the potential population served by the road has been permanently reduced
by the conversion of the woods from development area to park. Meanwhile, this money could
be spent on improving other other area roads to handle projected future traffic flows (and
some of those improvements are long overdue).
We walk in the LBA Woods literally everyday. My children look forward to it joyfully, and I
can't imagine having it torn apart by construction. Olympia and Lacey have done a wonderful
job of promoting and maintaining a vibrant parks system, and I hope you realize how
important that is to families and the community at large. Losing one of the last remaining
natural woodlands, already full of trails and activity, would be a huge loss for our area. Please
consider diverting our resources to a different, more pressing project.
After trying to attend your zoom meeting this morning, I understand why you don't make these
discussions more publicized. Yet, I would find it much more transparent and democratic if you
contacted the affected homeowners directly to allow them to be a part of the discussion, before
plans move too far forward.
Thank you very much for your time and consideration,
Ryan DiCrescenzo
Sarah McGraw

Simon DiCrescenzo
Morgan DiCrescenzo

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tim W
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
Log Cabin Road Extension
Sunday, June 7, 2020 10:50:29 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear City Planners,
I wanted to add my voice to the conversation about the Log Cabin Road extension. I know that you are likely
hearing from a lot of people and thank you all for taking the time to read everyones opinions on this. My reasons for
opposition are partly personal and partly due to worry traffic flow.
Personally, this park has come to mean a lot to me and my family. Having this amazing wilderness within walking
distance has been an absolute life saver during the COVID lockdown. We have had the chance to explore the full
extent of the park and enjoy the huge diversity of landscape there. Prior to the lockdown we also used the park
frequently to walk and bike to the playground. We live south of the park and the road through the park would cut off
this access. Currently our kid attends Centennial - but he will eventually go to Washington Middle - to get there he
would have to cross the extension road on his bike - which has me worried if Log Cabin is to become a major
thoroughfare.
From a traffic flow point I am worried about Log Cabin becoming busier. It is already a heavily trafficked road and
it has a very dangerous 90 degree turn where it becomes Cain Road. This turn is completely blind and people
already drive too fast around the bend with no idea what the traffic is like around the corner.When there was
construction on North Street in front of the high school - I saw several near misses where people came blasting
around the corner just to find traffic backed up at a stand still right around the corner. I want to make sure that this
dangerous turn is taken into account in your model of the traffic flow. There is also the disadvantage of directing
more traffic right in front of both the high school and the Pioneer Elementary.
Thank you for reading and I wish you luck in making this difficult decision,
Tim West

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Al Ewing
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
Log Cabin Road Extension/LBA Woods
Friday, June 5, 2020 3:43:21 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Marc Dailey/Clark Gilman/Malcom MillerI want to express my carefully considered strong opposition to the proposed extension of Log
Cabin Road through the LBA Woods.
I live at 3516 Buckingham Ct SE, Olympia, WA 98501 and am a careful observer of the
traffic flows on Log Cabin and Boulevard Roads. I don't believe dumping more traffic onto
Log Cabin Road, given the fact that it runs past the High School and feeds Cain Road and
Henderson roads, both of which have schools on them. The traffic flow on Log Cabin is
already poor and during peak traffic periods the build up of tailpipe emissions is already
intolerable around the Cain/North street intersection particularly during periods of inversion. I
am wondering if carbon monoxide monitoring has been done at that location during critical
times. Given that many children walk through this area on the way to and from school it
should certainly be monitored to determine the safety of the air quality. There is also the issue
of children safety with an increased volume of traffic.
I am an almost daily user of the trails in LBA Woods and it is very clear to me that a road
through the Woods as proposed would significantly alter the nature of the Woods. LBA
Woods is a very special asset (and a well used asset) for the City of Olympia and I believe it
would be a travesty to compromise its unique nature when there is at least one viable
alternative.
I realize that the Morse/Merriman alternative is significantly more expensive, but I strongly
believe that it is a preferable alternative.
I am asking that the Log Cabin extension be removed from the Regional Transportation Plan.
Thank you for considering my perspective.
Al Ewing

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jean Meyn
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2
Jill & Steve
No Road through LBA Park/Forest
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 9:12:58 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
I understand that you are nearing the time to take action on a plan that would ruin the LBA
Woods, one of last undeveloped forested areas in the County. I am so very opposed to this;
have been a citizen of this county for 40+ years.
Seems to me we just voted to save LBA Park/Woods a couple years ago, agreeing to fund
its preservation. I have a vague recollection of this being successful.
So, count me as opposed. I am within 2 miles of LBA Park and visit often on the trails.
Jean Meyn
1934 Parkwood Dr SE
Olympia, WA 98501

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Bob Brunswig
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2
contact@savelbawoods.org
NO Road Through LBA Woods!!!!
Monday, June 8, 2020 3:41:59 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Gentlemen,
Today I was made aware of potential plans to extend roadway through the recently purchased
LBA Woods Park.
As a resident of the immediate area, a taxpayer, and one of the participants in the prepurchase survey re. parks and open space a few years ago, I vehemently object to the
roadway plan. As a participant in the survey, I was asked if I would agree to my taxes being
increased to facilitate purchase of park land etc. I gladly agreed to an increase!! HOWEVER,
the caveat of a throughway/roadway through the LBA Woods was conspicuously absent from
the questionnaire.
I have heard that the City of Olympia has historically taxed for one purpose and redirected
funds for other causes. Sounds similar to this current road proposal doesn't it?
The LBA Woods Park is a one of a kind wonder for beauty within a city's boundaries. Why
destroy what can never be regained for a road?? So many people of all ages find peace and
respite in these woods. Building a throughway is stealing from this community and it appears
to be an "end run" around its stated purpose when the land was purchased.
Please reconsider the proposal to build any roadway through the LBA Woods Park!!! It's a
destruction that cannot be undone. Thank you for your consideration of my concerns AND
RECONSIDERATION of this plan.
Sincerely,
Bob Brunswig
Olympia Resident
360 480 2819

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maureen Rawlings
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
No road through LBA
Thursday, June 11, 2020 9:07:10 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
I am a native Washingtonian, have lived in Olympia 44 yrs. and seen the difficult changes that
development and growth have brought. I live off Yelm Highway and deal with the traffic daily.
We don't want another road! We don't want more development. I am 76 yrs. old and walk in
LBA regularly as well as other wooded parks in Thurston county. We want LBA woods in tact.
Leave Log Cabin Road alone! This community has shown over and over that we want LBA
woods to remain woods. These woods are part of our community's sanity. Aren't you
listening?
My taxes are already ridiculously high. Not only will this ruin our neighborhoods, the safety of
kids going to and from school, but we would have to pay for this destruction! Don't ruin our
woods for another road!
Maureen Rawlings
5213 Boulevard Extension SE
Olympia, Wa 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Linda Huyck
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
NO to A4 Log Cabin Project
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 10:08:53 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Gentlemen,
You have the power to give your community what it wants, what it has worked hard to
preserve: a tranquil place out of doors, to be away from cars and pavement, to run and walk
and chat, to exercise our dogs, meet with our friends, play with our children. Generations of
families have grown up watching their kids play soccer and baseball at the park, and run cross
country on the trails. I raced there in high school, thirty years ago, and have been taking my
own high school teams there for the past twenty-five. My nieces and nephews participate on
community teams that meet there and have been for the past thirteen years. I have met
strangers walking dogs on the trails and now have friends to show for it. People can stop on
trails and get to know each other. We can look after one another, recruit help for ourselves
and our neighbors, and enjoy a sense of community that isn't as by-gone as we sometimes
feel. You are in a position to guarantee these experiences continue.
LBA Park was preserved and funded after receiving huge support from voters. So how is that
citizens are needing to, once again, write emails like this, when you know that we want a park
and not another road? We already voted in support of a Parks District, supporting the
spending of nearly $6,000,000 to buy the wooded land at LBA. So why would anyone think
citizens would support the building of an $8,000,000-$8,500,000 road to destroy what we
voted to buy and preserve? Additional driving routes and relief of traffic congestion is not the
answer. Providing another road parallel to Yelm Highway will not reduce congestion, but
instead will invite impatient drivers into an area where pedestrians and park users are used to
slowing down, to not having to look both ways before crossing a path or emerging from a
trail. Yelm Highway already provides a speedy thoroughfare between Lacey and Olympia; let it
serve its purpose: prudently carrying the bulk of traffic between cities.
If traffic flow is not the problem you aim to solve, but access to people's homes is, well, then,
there is still no reason for the A4 Log Cabin Project. Since the Bentridge and HR Horton
developments are no longer in our community's future, there is no longer the need for a road
to access the homes and businesses that will now not be built. We voters want a park; we do
not want more houses, or roads, or cars. We want dirt trails through trees filled with birds. We
want to run with our dogs: Sadie, Dutch, Strider, Izzy, Jet, Berry (yes, with an e), Cora, Freya-she will greet you with a woo-wooing howl, once she gets to recognizing you, and Bella who
will howl with you when you sing her "Happy Birthday." Do you see my point, that people who
use LBA Park and its adjoining woods have gotten to know each other? We can do this
because a park without a road through the middle of it allows us the pleasure of safely

stopping and talking to one another.
Please, please, please, put your community's needs ahead of development. Please preserve
this safe, serene place, away from traffic and pavement. Please honor our votes and our voice:
say NO to A4.
Respectfully,
Linda Huyck

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jeff or Pam Marti
Marc Daily
Opposition to Log Cabin Road extension in Transportation Plan
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 5:50:39 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello Mr. Daily,
I reside in the Briarwood neighborhood in SE Olympia. We are extremely fortunate in
our neighborhood to be within 10 minutes of walking distance from LBA Park and the
LBA Woods.
The LBA Woods represents a great success story of citizens coming together and
working through the City of Olympia Parks Planning process and getting a ballot
measure on the city ballot to establish a metropolitan parks district -- leading to the
purchase of the woods by the City of Olympia.
My wife and I take walks through the woods multiple times each week. During the
past few months we have been especially grateful for having the woods nearby to get
exercise in a beautiful natural setting while practicing good social distance judgement.
Based upon my own informal observations, it seems that more and more people are
coming to know the woods, as it has changed from unofficial open space to cityowned parkland. I see people walking their dogs. Families with children learning
the basics of mountain biking and senior citizens with walking sticks. We notice lots
of solo walkers and couples, too.
One thing for certain, when we do encounter other visitors, it's smiles all around.
You can tell that the woods make people feel great.
It would be a tragic loss to our community to destroy this jewel that so many people
worked so hard to preserve.
If there is anything the past few months have taught us, it is that many of use are
capable of working from home and avoiding unnecessary travel. And I suspect that
many employees will want to continue their telecommuting ways even as the Covid19 virus subsides.
Let's not plan for commuting practices of the past. Let's plan for what makes
communities livable in the future.
Please remove the proposed Log Cabin Road Extension from the transportation plan.
Sincerely,
Jeff Marti

2915 Briarwood Ct SE
Olympia, WA 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alayna Bahr
Marc Daily
Opposition to road through LBA Woods
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:17:26 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Marc Daily:

I am writing to voice my opposition to the road through LBA woods.
This Little Backyard Adventure is one of the last green safe spaces for children and adults
to explore in this area. As someone with limited walking abilities, I appreciate the relatively
flat, yet still unpaved trails this park offers. I can watch my 4 year old adventure safely and
he still feels like he’s in the wild.
Likewise, I have seen many school age children 7-13years playing in the space. This is
what Washington state is about. I did not move from California to Washington to see all
these safe spaces being eliminated by asphalt. Let them play. Don’t spend millions of
dollars to replace a playground that already exists in its most natural form.
The proposed road would not even provide a major improvement in traffic. This plan
appears to funnel the traffic to North St. The corridor between Cain and Henderson is
already an area of issue. There is no plan to address the traffic congestion that is
ALREADY THERE. Why would you add to this problem? Widening North St will increase
danger to the many pedestrians from all the nearby schools.
I don’t see how saving ONE minute of drive time justifies the removal of green space for
community members and over 80 bird species.
I urge you, please do not cut into the “LBA woods” and build a road or otherwise diminish
this already small space.
Please feel free to contact me at ablossombee@gmail.com or 360-350-2226 with any
questions or follow up.
Alayna Bahr
Olympia, WA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Juliet VanEenwyk
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
Please oppose road through LBA Woods
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:39:06 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Councilman GIlman, Councilman Miller and Executive Director Daily,
I am writing to you to urge you to remove the road that bisects LBA Woods from Olympia's
comprehensive and regional transportation plans. It is not clear what problem a new road will
solve. Building more roads leads to ever more traffic, air pollution, and noise. More
and wider roads are, at best, short term fixes to alleviating congestion, if that is,
indeed, the problem you are trying to fix. Witness widening Yelm Highway and adding
lanes to Interstate 5. Increasing bike and pedestrian paths and improved public
transportation are 21st century solutions.
Semi-wild and quiet spaces are at a premium. They are disappearing rapidly and
once gone, they are gone forever. Please envision a future of sustainability and do
not destroy such a valuable resource for all Thurston County residents.
Many thanks for your consideration of my request.
Yours,
Juliet Van Eenwyk
Thurston County Resident

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Mead
Marc Daily
Please vote against the "A4" Log Cabin project Tomorrow
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:56:03 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Mr. Daily,
Please vote against the "A4" Log Cabin project.
We have worked so hard and for so long to preserve the LBA Woods.
As you know, Log Cabin Road was planned when Bentridge and Trillium were expected to add 1,000
dwelling units in this area and that development never happened.
The original plan called for the developers to pay for most of the cost of construction.
With the preservation of LBA Woods, these developments will not be built, this traffic demand will
not occur, and there are no developers to pay the cost.
The cost would now land squarely on Olympia and the region and we have to ask, who really wants
this road built through LBA Woods?
As tax payers will have to bear over $8 million in costs we will be saddled with costs for a project the
public doesn't want.
By taking out the "A4" Log Cabin project from the Plan will allow for planners to start planning for an
approach in tune with the community's values.
Increasing traffic along Log Cain Road will decrease car safety and make this key road used by
students from three different schools less pedestrian and bicycle friendly.
A City of Olympia study estimated that building the Log Cabin extension would increase traffic by
60%. Increased traffic will result in more noise and more congestion. Worse, as I-5 becomes more
congested Google Maps and Waze applications will redirect traffic around the congestion and into
nearby neighborhoods.
The project would funnel traffic onto North Street. The North Street corridor, between Cain Road
and Henderson Boulevard is already designated as a Mobility Strategy Area, meaning there is no
feasible plan to address congestion in this area. It would be unwise and a breach of a commitment
to the neighbors to widen North Street.
Best,
-Ben Mead

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bill Goforth
Selby, Cheryl; Bateman, Jessica; Cooper, Jim; Lisa Parshley; Rollins, Renata; Madrone, Dani; Marc Daily; Gilman,
Clark-2; info@trpc.org; Bill Goforth
PLEASE, NO more roads in LBA Park
Sunday, June 28, 2020 9:13:07 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear TRPC and Olympia City Council members,
The re-zoning of LBA woods as a park, and not a housing development, over the last several
years has been music to my Olympian ears. After a long process led by such local
luminaries as Maria Ruth, my wife and I have enjoyed not only the presence of the trees and
associated wildlife, clean air and quiet, but the thought that the City of Olympia made the
decision to go in the direction of long-term health for its land and people. In making LBA a
park, we made a clear commitment to quality of life for now and into the future.
Because of this, I am disappointed to hear of your continued consideration of a road that
would basically bisect the Park. I think we all know what that would mean to the people so
happy to have a woods to roam in, and play equipment and tennis courts to play on: the safety
and tranquility of this space would be highly compromised with a road carrying the busy
traffic of a suburban neighborhood. And what about the wildlife who are so compromised by
our human development already?
Please, no road! This is not the place, or the time; not now, not here.
Thank you for reconsidering this proposed action; and please, decide to redirect our
community's transportation needs and its funding elsewhere.
Sincerely,
Bill Goforth
(Olympia resident for 68 years)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kate Benkert
Marc Daily
Proposed Regional Transportation Plan
Monday, June 8, 2020 4:43:01 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

Dear Mr. Daily,
In adopting the Proposed Regional Transportation Plan on June 10, please note
that I am opposed to the proposed City of Olympia road which is to transit the
recently expanded LBA Woods Park as a "major collector boulevard”. The
road would connect Boulevard Road with Wiggins Road. I am a resident of
Olympia and I use the LBA Woods to walk and escape to nature without
having to drive long distances. Fragmentation of this Park with a road will
limit its utility as a respite for urban residents, a place of environmental
education for local schools, forested habitat for seriously declining migratory
bird populations, a wonderland of exploration for children, and more. We have
plenty of roads and cars to fill them (and the cars will always arrive to use any
road built; hardly a reduction in the City of Olympia’s or Thurston County’s
carbon footprint) but not enough contiguous open space for us to explore,
recreate on and enjoy.
I would appreciate your consideration of my request to remove the proposed
Boulevard to Wiggins connector road from the Regional Transportation Plan.
Thank you.
Kate Benkert
333 Sherman St NW
Olympia 98502

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Maria Ruth
Marc Daily
public comment on Project a-4 in What Moves You 2045 RTP
Monday, June 8, 2020 7:30:37 PM
Screen Shot 2020-06-08 at 7.28.44 PM.png

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Marc,
I am writing to urge you to remove project A-4, the Log Cabin Extension Road (aka Log
Cabin Road, Log Cabin Connection) from the draft What Moves You 2045 Regional
Transportation Plan. Here is why:
The road will ruin one of the community’s favorite parks. The site for the proposed road
connecting Wiggins Road and Boulevard Road is the LBA Woods—the commonly used name
to describe the 133 acres of mature upland forest recently added to LBA Park in Southeast
Olympia. Since moving to Olympia in 2006, I have been walking the trails regularly in the
LBA Woods. In 2014, I joined the campaign to save the LBA Woods for public parkland.
Since 2016, I have served as member of the Friends of LBA Woods, a stewardship group that
has hosted or co-hosted 27 volunteer habitat-restoration work parties as well as guided nature
walks and other community events in the LBA Woods. These woods are precious not only to
me and to the several thousand residents of Thurston County who supported our campaign to
save forest and who now spend time enjoying the natural beauty and 4-mile network of
undeveloped recreational trails through the park.
The landscape has changed. The proposed Log Cabin Extension Road first appeared on
regional transportation plans in the 1990s. This road might have made sense back then. It
might have made sense as late as 2015 when the 150-acre wooded parcels commonly known
as the LBA Woods were owned by developers who planned to clear the forest, build ~1000
homes, and fund most of the road. But with the 2016-2017 purchase of most of the LBA
Woods as a City of Olympia Park, this road has become unnecessary and antithetical to what it
means to live in a livable city, to act as stewards for our environment, and to prioritize the
health and well-being of our community.
Justification for the road is weak. Despite the purchase of 133 acres of the LBA Woods for
parkland in 2016-2017, members of Olympia’s City Council, Thurston Regional Planning
Council, and the Transportation Policy Board have not together seriously discussed or
reconsidered the need for the Log Cabin Extension Road. nor the environmental impact to of
clear-cutting a swath of forest for a road that keeps showing up on the plans as if by default.
“The road has been planned for decades” is a phrase often uttered to by cannot be a
justification for this road.
You cannot approve this project and still be serious about addressing climate change.
This proposed road is artifact of a time when “climate change, “ecosystem services,” and
“carbon sequestration,” were not on anyone’s lips. The construction of the proposed Log
Cabin Extension Road would destroy a minimum of 4.91 acres of the woods (the city-owned
acreage of right-of-way for this road) and the ecological integrity of the forest. This road will
destroy and degrade wildlife habitat; it will diminish much-needed ecosystem services values

such infiltrating rainwater, controlling flooding, purifying and cooling air, and buffering the
impacts of climate change. The What Moves You transportation plan acknowledges the future
impacts of climate change—more flooding, more rainfall in winter by 2050, 22% drop in
summer rainfall, summer temperatures averaging a high August temperatures of 94 degrees F
(What Moves You: Regional Transportation Plan 2045; TRPC, June 2020 draft, p. 36)—but
does not actually consider that this paved roadway, which requires the clearcutting of a mature
native forest, would exacerbate these impacts. Moving cars more efficiently between
Boulevard Road and Wiggins Road—the putative goal of this road—is not a meaningful way
to address the impacts of climate change.
The road will permanently damage to “quality of life” for humans, the forest, and
wildlife. Both the peace and safety of the forest and the community ballfields will be
permanently and negatively impacted by this road. Though the footprint of the proposed road
is estimated at 49.1 acres, it only takes one walk around Olympia’s new Morse-Merryman
Reservoir (the “water tank”) and access road to see what collateral damage a 5-acre project
does to a forest and its wetlands. Like the water tower, the road will forever diminish the
quality of the closed-canopy forest and connectivity of trails for park-goers and wildlife alike.
Unlike the passive water tank, the proposed road will be a place where the sight, sounds,
smells, and dangers of automobile traffic will be ever-present.
What Moves You? What “moves me” between Wiggins Road and Boulevard Road is not the
vision of a road. What moves me is the gentle trails through the LBA Woods. What moves me
is…the mature upland forest—the last largest such parcel in the city limits. What moves me
are the firs, red-cedars, big-leaf maples, hemlocks, and dogwood. It's the salmonberry,
thimbleberry, trailing blackberry, osoberry, saskatoon, ocean spray, salal, and trillium. It's the
pileated woodpeckers, wrens, warblers, owls the other 80 bird species seen and heard in these
woods over the seasons. It's the quiet trails, the peace, the beauty of nature.
This road is an idea whose time has come and gone.
Please do not feel compelled to approve plans hatched in 1990s and now seemingly etched in
stone. They are on paper and can be erased.
Please do not approve the draft What Moves You 2045 Regional Transportation Plan.
Please make a move to remove the Log Cabin Extension Road from this plan and consider
discussing and exploring other options such as widening Morse Merryman Road.

Sincerely,

Maria Ruth
Olympia WA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Julian Beattie
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2
Public comment re: A4/proposed Log Cabin Road Extension
Monday, June 8, 2020 2:48:29 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
To Thurston County and City of Olympia transportation planners:
Please accept this public comment for your upcoming 6/10 Regional Transportation Planning
policy board meeting, or please let me know where I can properly submit a formal comment.
I oppose the proposed extension of Log Cabin Road through LBA woods.
Let me say that I am a public employee, and I know what it's like to be in your position. I
generally defer to people like you because you have studied the issue and have the expertise. I
am not here to second guess everything you've worked on. But I do know from personal
experience that the government sometimes gets it wrong, and sometimes gets so focused on
the details that it has trouble seeing the big picture.
Here, there is really no reasonable way to defend destroying irreplaceable urban habitat to
build a connector road. Our environment cannot suffer even this relatively small further loss,
given the increasing pressures on ecosystems imposed by climate change. It is well known that
roads are harmful because of the way they divide habitat and because of the water pollution
they promote.
If you are worried about increased pressure on Boulevard Rd, surely the solution is to increase
the level of resources devoted to that road. You are the expert, but I have a hard time believing
that you've done all you can to maximize the level of service on that road.
Further, I am skeptical that this project pencils out from a cost perspective. With projected
shortfalls due to the pandemic, I cannot imagine your capital budgets won't be cut. You'll
surely want to focus on maintaining existing infrastructure.
Thank you for listening. I am sure you are reasonable, thoughtful people, but we all have blind
spots and sometimes make bad decisions. As a fellow public employee, thanks for what you
do.
Julian Beattie
Olympia

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Larry ofNottingham
Veena Tabbutt; Marc Daily
Re: I would like to know how to make a public comment call-in for the June 10th meting
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:38:14 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Very disappointed about the poor management of the Zoom meeting and the result being that
we were denied an opportunity to speak to the decision makers and hear from our community
members in a civic forum. Written comments do not allow for the same kind of input.
You should reconvene the meeting before taking action and use best practices to avoid the
Zoom bombing.
Here is my prepared statement:
My name is Larry Dzieza. While you point out the comment period is over, its not too late for the
assembled officials to hear and to take to heart the will of the community to stop the road.
I am frustrated about the runaround I get from the elected officials and staff when I ask about how
to stop the bad idea of putting a road through the LBA Woods. This has been the playbook to date:
• First you tell us the road in the regional plan reflects the local plans.
• Then we comment on the local plans and the locals say they have an 'obligation' to live
up to the regional plan.
• When we comment on the regional plan we are told again to talk to our local jurisdiction
about their plan.
• When we comment at the local level they tell us everyone has agreed at the regional
level to this road.
And around and around we go like a traffic circle with no exit.
When we plead with our local officials to take action, they try to placate us by saying “don’t worry,
the road is not in the six-year budget”. But I’ve been around budgeting long enough to know that
when the time comes for you to build the road, and we object, you will say, “golly, it’s been in the
plan for decades. The time to have changed it was many years ago because now we have allowed
development and made investments based on the road being there”.
The time has come for the TRPC to start planning. Planning for this road not to happen. The sooner
you start to acknowledge that an active citizenry is going to standup to the degradation of a precious
resource of forest canopy within an urban setting the better it will be for all of us.
I’d like to say something to the professional Planners: Thank you for your work but recognize you are
trapped by your training and modelling to look at population growth narrowly as an input to your
traffic models. Those models are about how to manage the flows that come from increased
population. That engineering perspective of population growth can blind you to a different dynamic:
As the population and density increases, the importance to the eco-system and the value of the park
in the public’s heart increases.
Perhaps some have strategized that time is on your side. You may be thinking that years from now,
a thankful citizenry will praise your foresight to cut a road through the park to reduce road
congestion, shaving several minutes off a commute. But you are going to be proven wrong.
Wrong because your model does not really align with the values of your constituents. Priorities for
open space, recreation and a chance to be in nature will only increase as the region becomes more
dense and the consequences of climate change brings more environmental consciousness to the
public.

We, who are opposed to the road, may not succeed today or even tomorrow but we are not going
away.
So do the planning that you do so well but with an expanded perspective: increases in population
make preservation of natural places even more valuable. I know your models don’t have human and
natural values as part of their algorithm, but as human beings who also share in our community, I
suggest that you begin to create a sustainability and quality of life dimension to your decision
making.
Thank you.

On Mon, Jun 8, 2020 at 11:18 AM Veena Tabbutt <tabbutv@trpc.org> wrote:
That’s fine. We’ll ask him to send it to us. Veena

_______________________________________________________

R. Veena Tabbutt, Deputy Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.741.2550 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org tabbutv@trpc.org

This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this e-mail,
however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: Larry ofNottingham <larryofnottingham@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 10:43 AM
To: Veena Tabbutt <tabbutv@trpc.org>
Subject: Re: I would like to know how to make a public comment call-in for the June 10th
meting

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Thanks for your help on this. Not knowing the best email address to use I ended up using
theTRPC Executive Director Marc Daily at dailym@trpc.org. I assume that he will be able
to share what he receives with you and the rest of the Board?

On Mon, Jun 8, 2020 at 8:36 AM Veena Tabbutt <tabbutv@trpc.org> wrote:
You can send it directly to me or to Karen Parkhurst (cc’d on this email) who manages the
Transportation Policy Board agenda.

Thank you for your interest in our agency.

Veena

_______________________________________________________

R. Veena Tabbutt, Deputy Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.741.2550 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org tabbutv@trpc.org

This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this email, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: Larry ofNottingham <larryofnottingham@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 6, 2020 12:56 PM
To: Veena Tabbutt <tabbutv@trpc.org>
Subject: Re: I would like to know how to make a public comment call-in for the June
10th meting

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
What is the best email address to use?

Thanks.

On Fri, Jun 5, 2020 at 7:44 AM Veena Tabbutt <tabbutv@trpc.org> wrote:
Hi,

You can make your public comment during the zoom meeting (using the link or call in
number) or email it to us in advance.

Thanks,

_______________________________________________________

R. Veena Tabbutt, Deputy Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.741.2550 (Direct) | 360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org tabbutv@trpc.org

This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this
e-mail, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or
attachments.

From: Larry ofNottingham <larryofnottingham@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 9:01 PM
To: info@trpc.org
Subject: I would like to know how to make a public comment call-in for the June 10th
meting

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
It is not clear from the agenda whether I can provide my verbal comments via Zoom or

do I need to call-in on a separate phone number.

Thanks.

Larry Dzieza
360.556.6070

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

BETH Norman
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
Re: LBA Park Road
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 10:27:26 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
I did try to participate in the public comment but after the meeting was hijacked, I decided to
email comments. I fully agree with Christana’s statement at the beginning.
Get Outlook for iOS
From: BETH Norman
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:31:34 AM
To: dailym@trpc.org <dailym@trpc.org>; cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us <cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us>;
mmiller@ci.lacey.wa.us <mmiller@ci.lacey.wa.us>
Subject: LBA Park Road

Please do not put a road through separating LBA park from LBA Woods. Many people use
both. Parking is in the park portions and creating a major through street park goers must cross
makes no sense. Especially since the housing is not being constructed, there there will be less
need for this road. I walk and run in the woods almost daily. Each part is unique with many
ecosystems. Please do not destroy this natural area that we work so hard to preserve. Remove
this road from your plan. Please fix Morris Merriman and Wiggins with bike lanes and
sidewalks instead. It is hard to access the Chehalis western trail from our neighborhoods.
Thank you
Elizabeth Norman
Get Outlook for iOS

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maria Ruth
Marc Daily
Re: public comment on Project a-4 in What Moves You 2045 RTP
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:19:45 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Marc—
This is Maria Ruth. I signed up to give public comment today at the Transpiration Policy
Board meeting.
Many of us on the call were there to give comment on the Log Cabin Extension. I am not sure
how “Zoom Bombers” work but I am disgusted by what happened this morning and please
know that the offensive caller was not affiliated with the group of community members who
either submitted letters or were on the call to comment on the TRPC plan.
So sorry the meeting was shut down.
Maria Ruth

On Jun 8, 2020, at 7:30 PM, Maria Ruth
<MARIARUTHBOOKS@COMCAST.NET> wrote:
Dear Marc,
I am writing to urge you to remove project A-4, the Log Cabin Extension Road
(aka Log Cabin Road, Log Cabin Connection) from the draft What Moves You
2045 Regional Transportation Plan. Here is why:
The road will ruin one of the community’s favorite parks. The site for the
proposed road connecting Wiggins Road and Boulevard Road is the LBA Woods
—the commonly used name to describe the 133 acres of mature upland forest
recently added to LBA Park in Southeast Olympia. Since moving to Olympia in
2006, I have been walking the trails regularly in the LBA Woods. In 2014, I
joined the campaign to save the LBA Woods for public parkland. Since 2016, I
have served as member of the Friends of LBA Woods, a stewardship group that
has hosted or co-hosted 27 volunteer habitat-restoration work parties as well as
guided nature walks and other community events in the LBA Woods. These
woods are precious not only to me and to the several thousand residents of
Thurston County who supported our campaign to save forest and who now spend
time enjoying the natural beauty and 4-mile network of undeveloped recreational
trails through the park.
The landscape has changed. The proposed Log Cabin Extension Road first
appeared on regional transportation plans in the 1990s. This road might have

made sense back then. It might have made sense as late as 2015 when the 150acre wooded parcels commonly known as the LBA Woods were owned by
developers who planned to clear the forest, build ~1000 homes, and fund most of
the road. But with the 2016-2017 purchase of most of the LBA Woods as a City
of Olympia Park, this road has become unnecessary and antithetical to what it
means to live in a livable city, to act as stewards for our environment, and to
prioritize the health and well-being of our community.
Justification for the road is weak. Despite the purchase of 133 acres of the LBA
Woods for parkland in 2016-2017, members of Olympia’s City Council, Thurston
Regional Planning Council, and the Transportation Policy Board have not
together seriously discussed or reconsidered the need for the Log Cabin Extension
Road. nor the environmental impact to of clear-cutting a swath of forest for a road
that keeps showing up on the plans as if by default. “The road has been planned
for decades” is a phrase often uttered to by cannot be a justification for this road.
You cannot approve this project and still be serious about addressing climate
change. This proposed road is artifact of a time when “climate change,
“ecosystem services,” and “carbon sequestration,” were not on anyone’s lips. The
construction of the proposed Log Cabin Extension Road would destroy a
minimum of 4.91 acres of the woods (the city-owned acreage of right-of-way for
this road) and the ecological integrity of the forest. This road will destroy and
degrade wildlife habitat; it will diminish much-needed ecosystem services values
such infiltrating rainwater, controlling flooding, purifying and cooling air, and
buffering the impacts of climate change. The What Moves You transportation plan
acknowledges the future impacts of climate change—more flooding, more rainfall
in winter by 2050, 22% drop in summer rainfall, summer temperatures averaging
a high August temperatures of 94 degrees F (What Moves You: Regional
Transportation Plan 2045; TRPC, June 2020 draft, p. 36)—but does not actually
consider that this paved roadway, which requires the clearcutting of a mature
native forest, would exacerbate these impacts. Moving cars more efficiently
between Boulevard Road and Wiggins Road—the putative goal of this road—is
not a meaningful way to address the impacts of climate change.
The road will permanently damage to “quality of life” for humans, the forest,
and wildlife. Both the peace and safety of the forest and the community ballfields
will be permanently and negatively impacted by this road. Though the footprint of
the proposed road is estimated at 49.1 acres, it only takes one walk around
Olympia’s new Morse-Merryman Reservoir (the “water tank”) and access road to
see what collateral damage a 5-acre project does to a forest and its wetlands. Like
the water tower, the road will forever diminish the quality of the closed-canopy
forest and connectivity of trails for park-goers and wildlife alike. Unlike the
passive water tank, the proposed road will be a place where the sight, sounds,
smells, and dangers of automobile traffic will be ever-present.
What Moves You? What “moves me” between Wiggins Road and Boulevard
Road is not the vision of a road. What moves me is the gentle trails through the
LBA Woods. What moves me is…the mature upland forest—the last largest such
parcel in the city limits. What moves me are the firs, red-cedars, big-leaf maples,
hemlocks, and dogwood. It's the salmonberry, thimbleberry, trailing blackberry,
osoberry, saskatoon, ocean spray, salal, and trillium. It's the pileated

woodpeckers, wrens, warblers, owls the other 80 bird species seen and heard in
these woods over the seasons. It's the quiet trails, the peace, the beauty of nature.
This road is an idea whose time has come and gone.
Please do not feel compelled to approve plans hatched in 1990s and now
seemingly etched in stone. They are on paper and can be erased.
Please do not approve the draft What Moves You 2045 Regional Transportation
Plan.
Please make a move to remove the Log Cabin Extension Road from this plan and
consider discussing and exploring other options such as widening Morse
Merryman Road.

Sincerely,
<Screen Shot 2020-06-08 at 7.28.44 PM.png>
Maria Ruth
Olympia WA

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Julian Beattie
Marc Daily
Katrina Van Every
Re: Public comment re: A4/proposed Log Cabin Road Extension
Monday, June 8, 2020 8:14:53 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
I appreciate that. Take care.
On Mon, Jun 8, 2020, 4:25 PM Marc Daily <dailym@trpc.org> wrote:
Thank you for taking the time to comment on the Log Cabin Road Boulevard/Wiggins
connection, a City of Olympia project included in the draft Regional Transportation Plan for
the Thurston Region. The decisions to implement individual projects included in the plan
are made by each jurisdiction – in this case, the City of Olympia. I have forwarded your
message to City of Olympia staff leadership to help ensure that your input is considered.
Thank you again and please let me know if Thurston Regional Planning Council can be of
assistance. Take care… Marc Daily

______________________________________________
Marc Daily, Executive Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org dailym@trpc.org

This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are
present in this e-mail, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this email or attachments.

From: Julian Beattie <beattie.julian@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 2:48 PM
To: Marc Daily <dailym@trpc.org>; Gilman, Clark-2 <cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us>
Subject: Public comment re: A4/proposed Log Cabin Road Extension

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
To Thurston County and City of Olympia transportation planners:

Please accept this public comment for your upcoming 6/10 Regional Transportation
Planning policy board meeting, or please let me know where I can properly submit a formal
comment.

I oppose the proposed extension of Log Cabin Road through LBA woods.

Let me say that I am a public employee, and I know what it's like to be in your position. I
generally defer to people like you because you have studied the issue and have the expertise.
I am not here to second guess everything you've worked on. But I do know from personal
experience that the government sometimes gets it wrong, and sometimes gets so focused on
the details that it has trouble seeing the big picture.

Here, there is really no reasonable way to defend destroying irreplaceable urban habitat to
build a connector road. Our environment cannot suffer even this relatively small further loss,
given the increasing pressures on ecosystems imposed by climate change. It is well known
that roads are harmful because of the way they divide habitat and because of the water
pollution they promote.

If you are worried about increased pressure on Boulevard Rd, surely the solution is to
increase the level of resources devoted to that road. You are the expert, but I have a hard
time believing that you've done all you can to maximize the level of service on that road.

Further, I am skeptical that this project pencils out from a cost perspective. With projected
shortfalls due to the pandemic, I cannot imagine your capital budgets won't be cut. You'll
surely want to focus on maintaining existing infrastructure.

Thank you for listening. I am sure you are reasonable, thoughtful people, but we all have
blind spots and sometimes make bad decisions. As a fellow public employee, thanks for
what you do.

Julian Beattie
Olympia

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dawn Eychaner
Marc Daily; Veena Tabbutt; Karen Parkhurst; Ryder, Andy; Madrone, Dani
Regional Transportation Plan - opposition to Log Cabin Road Connection
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:51:11 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Good morning,
I tried to participate in the public comment period of this morning's meeting of the
Transportation Policy Board before the meeting was hijacked by an unwelcome participant! I
am writing to you to express my concern about the Log Cabin Road Connection project
(Project A4) in the proposed Regional Transportation Plan. As I'm sure you are aware, this
project would adversely impact the LBA Woods which were preserved from development in
recent years. It's my understanding that this proposed road connection was planned before the
LBA woods were preserved as green space for our community by the city of Olympia in 2017.
In fact, acquisition of the land to preserve the LBA woods was the most frequently requested
project by community members when the city conducted outreach to adopt its 20-year Parks
and Recreation Plan in 2016. Improvements to the trails in the LBA woods are currently
included in the city's own 2018-2023 Capital Facilities Plan. Extending this road runs counter
to these plans and to the input already received from Olympia residents.
I strongly urge you to remove the Log Cabin Road Connection project from the proposed
regional plan.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Dawn Eychaner
603 Garrison St NE
Olympia, WA 98506

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Heather Ashbaugh
Marc Daily
Remove the Log Cabin Road Extension plan
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:40:25 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello Mr. Daily
I was hoping to make comments in the Zoom call today. My name is Heather Ashbaugh and I
live at 2920 Shelburne Way SE. I am respectfully asking for you and your board to please
remove the Log Cabin Rd extension from your plans.
When I saw the plans to put a road through the LBA Woods, I was brought to tears. I am in
tears as I write this. I am not one to ever speak up, let alone take time off work to speak up at a
city meeting. But I cannot stand by and let this happen.
These woods are so very important to me and my family. Every single day my daughter and I
walk together through that exact patch of land. She absolutely loves the trees and is always
asking to visit "the forest." It is one of the few peaceful places to visit when we need some
space away from our busy lives. I know I am not alone in this as the woods are always a buzz
with families on their walks, dog walkers and the like.
For my daughter and I, we love to walk along looking for wildlife. We sometimes stop to
count the ants to sing "The Ants Go Marching" song. We also like mixing up the routes we go
and finding new trails. In a world where there is so much screen time, it is imperative for kids
to get outside! Please don't take away another place they can go.
I think about how our walks will progress as she ages. She won't always be counting ants, but
later we could jog, or maybe just walk and talk about her day at school.
Whenever friends and family visit, we go visit the woods too! And what do you think they say
when they walk in the woods? "WOW. This is so beautiful. What a magical place." Truly.
That's because the LBA woods are an Olympia treasure. They are so beautiful and calming,
especially for those that struggle with mental health issues. They are a haven for those that
need a safe, relaxing place to get outside.
As you have seen from other emails that I am sure you are receiving, the woods are an
institution. It may seem weird that people can become attached to a bunch of trees. But it is
more than that. As I said before, for me,, it is where so many of my memories with my
daughter were made. It's such an important part of our day. To others it is a place to get
exercise and be able to relax in nature.
I am not alone in thinking that the millions planned for this could be better spent in other areas
of Olympia or perhaps in reworking Morse Merryman? The round about greatly helped that
area and it makes me wonder if this new road is really needed.

Also, regarding the new road. I can only imagine the people speeding through that causing a
very dangerous situation for children playing in the park or the neighborhood bordering the
back of the woods.
I am very confused also as there were recent surveys and the like to update the trails and make
changes to make walkjng in the traila easier. Why is this plan going on at the same time as
plans for a road right through it?
Please reconsider and please listen to us. It is heartbreaking to think this place will soon not
exist.
I challenge everyone on the board to go take a walk in the LBA Woods when you can. Go and
see why we feel so strongly as to send you these emails.
Thank you for your time,
Heather Ashbaugh

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Peggy Bruton
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Olympia City Council
Road through LBA Woods
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 8:45:51 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
TRPC Executive Director Marc Daily
Dear Mr. Daily, Mr. Gilman and Olympia Mayor and Council members:

I am writing to urge mostly strongly that you remove the proposed road through the LBA Woods
from the active list in the city’s Capital Facilities Plan.
I will leave to others more familiar with travel, traffic and development patterns in this part of town
to discuss details of the design. For my part, I find it difficult to comprehend how and why such a
project remains on the city’s and county’s planning boards. It should surprise no one that adding
vehicular traffic capacity increases automotive traffic and encourages development that is car
dependent. (This reality was well understood back in the 1960s, when I became a community
activist opposing urban freeway construction in Washington D.C.)
I do not believe Olympia residents wish to sacrifice the LbA Woods for the sake of a road that
appears to have little planning rationale to justify its construction. More to the point, however, is
the fact that global warming is progressing way faster than scientists have been predicting for the
last several decades, and the transportation sector is a major CO2 contributor. Every new road is
a nail in the planet’s coffin, at least as it provides a home for human society. More roads? More
airports? Destroyed natural areas? Really?
Please. Honor the many Olympia citizens who love this natural area, who have worked to protect
it, and whose children deserve to enjoy natural areas such as the LBA Woods — not to mention a
future on Planet Earth.
Thank you for your attention. Please do the right thing.
Peggy Bruton
1607 East Bay Drive
Olympia WA 98506
360 866 7165

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Peggy Bruton
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Olympia City Council
Road through LBA Woods
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 8:45:51 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
TRPC Executive Director Marc Daily
Dear Mr. Daily, Mr. Gilman and Olympia Mayor and Council members:

I am writing to urge mostly strongly that you remove the proposed road through the LBA Woods
from the active list in the city’s Capital Facilities Plan.
I will leave to others more familiar with travel, traffic and development patterns in this part of town
to discuss details of the design. For my part, I find it difficult to comprehend how and why such a
project remains on the city’s and county’s planning boards. It should surprise no one that adding
vehicular traffic capacity increases automotive traffic and encourages development that is car
dependent. (This reality was well understood back in the 1960s, when I became a community
activist opposing urban freeway construction in Washington D.C.)
I do not believe Olympia residents wish to sacrifice the LbA Woods for the sake of a road that
appears to have little planning rationale to justify its construction. More to the point, however, is
the fact that global warming is progressing way faster than scientists have been predicting for the
last several decades, and the transportation sector is a major CO2 contributor. Every new road is
a nail in the planet’s coffin, at least as it provides a home for human society. More roads? More
airports? Destroyed natural areas? Really?
Please. Honor the many Olympia citizens who love this natural area, who have worked to protect
it, and whose children deserve to enjoy natural areas such as the LBA Woods — not to mention a
future on Planet Earth.
Thank you for your attention. Please do the right thing.
Peggy Bruton
1607 East Bay Drive
Olympia WA 98506
360 866 7165

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maureen Damitio
Marc Daily
road through LBA woods
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:26:35 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Mr. Daily,

I am not the type of person who usually speaks out on issues but the recent proposal to put
a road through LBA woods has given me no choice but to voice my dissatisfaction. I am a
para educator, a mother of three, and have been a resident of the Newcastle neighborhood
off of Boulevard Road for close 20 years. The LBA Woods are a critical part of what makes
the neighborhoods in the area desirable for people of all ages.

LBA is the last green space within walking distance for myself and my neighbors. The
woods are place where kids can play, a meeting space for friends young and old, a refuge
for nature enthusiasts, and a quiet place for people to go to just get outside of the house. I
enjoy these woods on a daily basis, either walking the dog or running in a serene place with
clean air. The barrier for noise pollution alone is a selling point of these woods, and a road
would compromise that beyond repair.

I worry what the negative impact of a large through street on our community would include
less local traffic, more noise pollution, and faster speeds. There are also 3 public schools
within a half of a mile, extending down Boulevard road and I worry one more road will lead
to more students being at risk of speeding cars/distracted drivers as they walk or bike to
school.
On top of all of those factors, I am disappointed in the city council’s broken promises for
even funding such a road. When originally proposed, the road was supposed to service a
new development and be paid for by the developing company. But now, why should I, as a
taxpayer pay more to destroy one of the greatest amenities the city has to offer in my area?

I urge you to vote against this project. It is not in the public interest, it is not in the interest of
the taxpayer, and it is not in the interest of families.
Regards,
Maureen E. Damitio

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephanie Shorin
Marc Daily
Road Through LBA
Saturday, June 13, 2020 12:58:25 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Executive Director Daily,
I am a resident of Olympia, Washington and I am writing to you to express my concern about
the city’s plan to construct a road through LBA park. LBA park means a great deal to me, and
many others in the community. It would be an understatement to say that building a road
through this beautiful park would be a tragic loss for the city and those of us who spend time
there regularly, not to mention the disruption to the wildlife, and nearby residents, it would
cause. As a person who commutes daily on the roads surrounding LBA park, I find this
proposed change to be absolutely unnecessary and not at all beneficial to the residents living
near the park, as our roads nearby are already in fine condition and it takes nearly no time at
all to get around town when driving. Additionally, many house owners have LBA’s woods as
their own backyard, and it would simply be disruptive to people’s daily lives when thinking
about how long construction would take place. I hope you take my email to heart, as I know
many other people in our city would not be pleased with the proposed plans you have in
mind.
Thank you for your time, I hope this email finds you well.
-Stephanie Shorin
360-790-3625

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephanie Shorin
Marc Daily
Road Through LBA
Saturday, June 13, 2020 12:58:25 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Executive Director Daily,
I am a resident of Olympia, Washington and I am writing to you to express my concern about
the city’s plan to construct a road through LBA park. LBA park means a great deal to me, and
many others in the community. It would be an understatement to say that building a road
through this beautiful park would be a tragic loss for the city and those of us who spend time
there regularly, not to mention the disruption to the wildlife, and nearby residents, it would
cause. As a person who commutes daily on the roads surrounding LBA park, I find this
proposed change to be absolutely unnecessary and not at all beneficial to the residents living
near the park, as our roads nearby are already in fine condition and it takes nearly no time at
all to get around town when driving. Additionally, many house owners have LBA’s woods as
their own backyard, and it would simply be disruptive to people’s daily lives when thinking
about how long construction would take place. I hope you take my email to heart, as I know
many other people in our city would not be pleased with the proposed plans you have in
mind.
Thank you for your time, I hope this email finds you well.
-Stephanie Shorin
360-790-3625

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bonnie Wood
Marc Daily
Road through LBA
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 10:02:22 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Dear Mr. Daily:
I write to implore you to revise the City of Olympia's Transportation Plan and take out the
plan to build a road through the LBA Woods.
Surely by now the City of Olympia concedes that the LBA Woods is valuable intact and
contiguous - a huge benefit for the quality of life in Southeast Olympia. Many residents enjoy
its paths, its peace, its separation from traffic, noise and fumes. Other important values include
its ecological diversity and protection of groundwater. To build a road through, whenever in
the future, jeopardizes all of these purposes.
Please take this road out of the plan!
Thanks for your attention.
Bonnie Wood
2800 Aberdeen Court S.E.
Olympia, Washington 98501

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike Ruth
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
STOP FUNDING THE LOG CABIN EXTENSION ROAD (Please!)
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 7:40:42 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
To:
TRPCs Executive Director Marc Daily at dailym@trpc.org
Olympia City Councilman Clark Gilman at cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us
City of Lacey’s Councilman Malcolm Miller at mmiller@ci.lacey.wa.us
From:
Mike Ruth, Citizen
(2520 Wedgewood Ct Olympia 98501)
Return email: mikeruthgis@hotmail.com
*****
I am writing to ask you to please STOP FUNDING THE LOG CABIN EXTENSION ROAD!
It is A Zombie Idea:
This road is a failed concept, and a hangover from the 1990’s planning concept, when planners
thought that everyone should be able to drive everywhere, anytime, with no delays, essentially for
free. The Log Cabin Extension is an expensive, destructive, unnecessary road. One failure of the idea
is that the road may move most of its cars onto North Street, which is already congested and cannot
be widened. Paying millions of dollars for a road to a traffic jam, while destroying a park … does that
really make sense?
But it’s been on the plan!
The plan is just a document based on decades-old assumptions about growth, economics, and the
environment. The point of a plan is to allow graceful change and adaptation. So, just change the
plan!
The road will pretty much kill the quality of two parks, LBA ballparks as well as LBA woods. Is that
really worth the cost? Who benefits from paying for destruction of local quality of life? Single car
drivers, that’s who.
An alternative vision:
Imagine a pedestrian-friendly trail through a lovely park, including a bike trail. These transportation
features enable people to move safely on foot, while emitting zero pollution, and gaining exercise
and health and social benefits. Imagine saving millions of taxpayer dollars into the bargain.
Olympia and Thurston County should be focused on preserving open spaces, not destroying a lovely
widely used large park for cars. Quality of life in the 2040’s will be better if parcels of open land, like
the LBA woods are RETAINED and nurtured for public use.
Roads are Killing the Planet
The ethic of making the world safe for single driver automobiles has wreaked havoc on communities

and, indeed, the world. It is possible that the planners who drew a blue line onto the Thurston longterm planning map in the early 1990’s had no awareness of the destruction of the atmosphere
through vehicle emissions.
We need to eliminate the “frame” that encouraging driving is progress. Real progress means making
communities more livable and active. Get people out of their cars! Increasing public transport will
result from *discouraging* cars not building more urban road capacity. Mass transit is lower in cost
per mile traveled and in carbon emissions per person-mile than roads and cars.
Transportation planners (of course) care about cars. They predicate their projections for more roads
essentially on projections of population growth. But as we continue to grow in population density,
the remaining open spaces will become ever more valuable. We should be planning to preserve
open forest lands and pars as a much higher value for Olympia’s future population.
Where will the Cars go?
In the specifics, the Log Cabin Extension is foolish, even if you reject the idea of maintaining parks for
quality of life for a more dense, hot, polluted future generation.
In the specifics, the Log Cabin Extension will run its traffic largely on (or from) North Street. North
Street, as I understand, cannot be widened, by legal agreement between Olympia and Tumwater.
The effect of the Log Cabin Extension will largely cause traffic build up on already cramped North
Street. What is the purpose? What will North Street be able to carry in 20+ years from now? For
million of dollars the “plan” is to cause a traffic jam on already over-used North Street?
Too Expensive!
Financially, the Log Cabin Extension is a fiscal loser. The entire concept was planned on the grounds
that developers of large dense housing complexes would agree to pay for the road.
There is much more our community could do with $8 million (which will be much much more by
2040).
Just Stop Funding the Log Cabin Extension Studies
Sinking any funding into a doomed and stupid extension, which only detracts from our community, is
a silly decision. The City and County and Regional authorities need to stop funding this zombie idea,
now.
An Alternative?
Can Morse Merriman Road be improved? Where is the engineering study and cost analysis for that
alternative. Fund that before you fund the destruction of LBA park.
If there is a need for some east-west increased capacity between Lacey and Olympia the city should
think about re-engineering Morse Merriman. I know I know, Wiggins intersection, and the “jog”
between 37th and Wiggins. Transportation planners can figure those out, they’re engineers! The
transit through 37th to Wiggins to Morse Merriman might, in the end be a few minutes slower to
arrive to Boulevard. But at least the two parks can be saved for quality of life. Single car drivers
(which make up the majority of the planned trips) can spend a few minutes and make a couple of
turns. Who knows, they might even decide it’s more pleasant to just bike through the beautiful park
and get a breath of fresh air on their way to or from Lacey!
Thanks for reading (if you made it this far ;>)
-Mike Ruth

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Diane Roberts
Marc Daily
Stop the Road
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 7:17:19 AM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
Hello Mr. Daily
I am writing to express my objection for a road through LBA park.
The development of land for homes is destroying our quality of life. Urban growth is not a measure of a successful
or healthy community.
There are enough studies proving the deleterious health effects of conducting sports near roads due to the exposure
to car exhaust. Kids will be playing closure to that exposure point.
Thank you.
Diane Roberts
360.951.8264

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mre
Marc Daily; Gilman, Clark-2; Miller, Malcolm
TRPC Log Cabin Road A-4 project
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 9:34:17 PM

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
RE: Log Cabin Road A-4 project
To each of you on the TRPC Board,
I believe that the LBA Park is an invaluable asset in multiple ways and
should be preserved, and, therefore, the Log Cabin Road A-4 should NOT
be constructed. The land has already been purchased. It is time to focus
on protecting the amazing natural woods and trails that is the heart of the
LBA magic.
The LBA Park is loved and used by many people. In addition to the sports
fields and playgrounds the walking trails and woods provide a truly unique
walking (and biking) experience for Thurston County residents.
1. Trail benefits include
Walking in a quieter natural setting (unlike Watershed Park
Comfortable elevations in trails for seniors like us. (unlike Priest
Point and Burfoot )
Three plus miles of mostly natural trails.
Walking for healthy living is a FREE activity. (unlike public
marina, gas station too and airport)
Running in the woods helps kids and others flourish!
Includes walking, birding, geocaching, biking, art, photography,
mediation, childrens activities...for example
2. Wildlife and nature protection matters.
This park is so unique and rare. We live fairly close and often go
there for walking and nature.
Parks contribute to biodiversity
Provide habitat for wildlife
Parks give wildlife a place to live alongside us.
And so much more!
3. Thurston County Growth
Accessible by public transportation
Protect what little we have left. We see the many story buildings
going up in downtown Olympia and developments growing all
around us.
Population growth ...for quality of life and for a healthier planet
earth these public parks must be protected! LBA is a gem in our
world.
Please join us in protecting the LBA Park for generations to come. In a

world of constant consumption of land for profit it is critical that we save
this property for the free and fun use of a beautiful and precious woods
and sports park.
Thank you,
Marie Schneider
Phil Mizell
5049 Viewridge Dr SE
Olympia, WA
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TRPCs Executive Director Marc Daily at dailym@trpc.org
Olympia City Councilman Clark Gilman at cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us
City of Lacey’s Councilman Malcolm Miller at mmiller@ci.lacey.wa.us
Thurston County Commissioner Tye Menser via this form
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/email/pages/default.aspx…(done
6.9.2020)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marc Daily
Burlina Montgomery
Fw: Against Log Cabin Extension
Thursday, July 2, 2020 10:38:31 AM

____________________________________________
Marc Daily, Executive Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org   dailym@trpc.org
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this
e-mail, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or
attachments.

From: Marc Daily
Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 8:46 AM
To: JOE MOORAD <mmkjsdad@comcast.net>
Subject: RE: Against Log Cabin Extension
Mr. Moorad,
Thank you for providing your written comment on the City of Olympia’s Log Cabin Road connection,
which is included in Thurston Regional Planning Council’s Regional Transportation Plan. City of
Olympia staff have noted that this project was analyzed following the purchase of the LBA Woods
properties and determined that this project, while not needed now, could be needed in the next 15
to 20 years. As the Regional Transportation Plan is a 20-year plan and this project is consistent with
the goals and policies of the regional plan, it is included in the draft. I have forwarded your
comments to the City of Olympia. Olympia staff have voiced their commitment to work with the
community when deciding whether to implement the Log Cabin Road connection. Additionally, all
Thurston Regional Planning Council and Transportation Policy Board members will receive your
written comments. Thank you again for taking the time to provide your input… Marc Daily

______________________________________________
Marc Daily, Executive Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org   dailym@trpc.org
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this email, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: JOE MOORAD <mmkjsdad@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 7:37 AM
To: Marc Daily <dailym@trpc.org>; info@trpc.org
Subject: Fwd: Against Log Cabin Extension
***EXTERNAL EMAIL***

Date: 06/30/2020 5:48 PM
Subject: Against Log Cabin Extension

to whom it may concern:
My family have lived one block from LBA Woods for the past 17 years. My
wife and I enjoy walking through the park 2-3 times a week. Many of our
neighbors make use of the walking trails throughout the park. It is an
asset to our region where you are minutes from walking through a
beautiful forest. It has been particularly beneficial during this difficult time.
The ability to walk a quarter mile and escape into this park and put your
worries and anxiety away for a time has been priceless.
The park is young; allow it to continue growing and being a place of
refuge in our ever growing city. Please modify your regional transportation
plan 2020-45 and keep this jewel of a park intact.
Joe and Mylene Moorad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marc Daily
Burlina Montgomery
Fw: Road through LBA Woods
Thursday, July 2, 2020 10:37:53 AM

____________________________________________
Marc Daily, Executive Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org   dailym@trpc.org
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this
e-mail, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or
attachments.

From: Peggy Bruton <gimleteye@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 8:49 AM
To: Marc Daily <dailym@trpc.org>
Subject: Re: Road through LBA Woods

***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
And thank you, Mr. Daily, for your response, much as I am saddened and disturbed by your
statements justifying this destructive project, especially in light of present day knowledge of
human and planetary needs. pb
On Jul 1, 2020, at 8:45 AM, Marc Daily <dailym@trpc.org> wrote:
Ms. Bruton,
Thank you for providing your written comment on the City of Olympia’s Log Cabin Road
connection, which is included in Thurston Regional Planning Council’s Regional
Transportation Plan. City of Olympia staff have noted that this project was analyzed
following the purchase of the LBA Woods properties and determined that this project,
while not needed now, could be needed in the next 15 to 20 years. As the Regional
Transportation Plan is a 20-year plan and this project is consistent with the goals and
policies of the regional plan, it is included in the draft. I have forwarded your
comments to the City of Olympia. Olympia staff have voiced their commitment to work
with the community when deciding whether to implement the Log Cabin Road
connection. Additionally, all Thurston Regional Planning Council and Transportation
Policy Board members will receive your written comments. Thank you again for taking
the time to provide your input… Marc Daily

______________________________________________
Marc Daily, Executive Director
Thurston Regional Planning Council
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, WA 98502
360.956.7575 (Main) | 360.956.7815 (Fax)
www.trpc.org   dailym@trpc.org
This e-mail and any attachments are for the use of the addressed individual. If you have received this
e-mail in error, please notify our systems manager. TRPC has taken responsible precautions to ensure
no viruses are present in this e-mail, however we do not accept responsibility for loss or damage
arising from the use of this e-mail or attachments.

From: Peggy Bruton <gimleteye@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 8:46 PM
To: Marc Daily <dailym@trpc.org>; Gilman, Clark-2 <cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us>;
Olympia City Council <citycouncil@ci.olympia.wa.us>
Subject: Road through LBA Woods
***EXTERNAL EMAIL***
TRPC Executive Director Marc Daily
Dear Mr. Daily, Mr. Gilman and Olympia Mayor and Council members:

I am writing to urge mostly strongly that you remove the proposed road through the
LBA Woods from the active list in the city’s Capital Facilities Plan.
I will leave to others more familiar with travel, traffic and development patterns in this
part of town to discuss details of the design. For my part, I find it difficult to
comprehend how and why such a project remains on the city’s and county’s planning
boards. It should surprise no one that adding vehicular traffic capacity increases
automotive traffic and encourages development that is car dependent. (This reality
was well understood back in the 1960s, when I became a community
activist opposing urban freeway construction in Washington D.C.)
I do not believe Olympia residents wish to sacrifice the LbA Woods for the sake of a
road that appears to have little planning rationale to justify its construction. More to
the point, however, is the fact that global warming is progressing way faster than
scientists have been predicting for the last several decades, and the transportation
sector is a major CO2 contributor. Every new road is a nail in the planet’s coffin, at
least as it provides a home for human society. More roads? More airports?
Destroyed natural areas? Really?
Please. Honor the many Olympia citizens who love this natural area, who have
worked to protect it, and whose children deserve to enjoy natural areas such as the
LBA Woods — not to mention a future on Planet Earth.

Thank you for your attention. Please do the right thing.
Peggy Bruton
1607 East Bay Drive
Olympia WA 98506
360 866 7165
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

Paul Brewster, Senior Planner

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

2020 Regional Federal Transportation Funding Call for Projects – Grant
Awards – Action

PURPOSE
To approve awards for the 2022-2025 Regional Federal Surface Transportation Block Grant
(STBG), Transportation Alternatives (TA), Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
Program (CMAQ), and Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP) grant proposals.
Summary:


The Transportation Policy Board unanimously approved a regional federal
transportation grant funding recommendation to the Council on June 10; 2020, it is
included in this memorandum.



$12.6 million STBG, $1.2 million TA, and $1.4 million CMAQ funding is available to
program to projects for Federal Fiscal Years 2022-2025.



$57,303 Highway Infrastructure Program grant funds is also available to award to an
eligible rural project.



28 applications were submitted: 21 STBG; 2 TA; and 5 CMAQ.



On July 10, 2020, the Council will consider the TPB’s recommendation and will take
final action to select proposals and their funding levels for grant awards.

REQUESTED ACTION
Approve awards for STBG, TA, CMAQ, and HIP grants for federal fiscal years 2021-2025.
pb:bm
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BACKGROUND
On June 10, 2020, the Transportation Policy Board (TPB) approved a federal transportation grants funding to the
Council. On July 10, staff will present the TPB’s recommendation and the Council is scheduled to approve
awards.
The TPB funding recommendation balances the available funding and awards grants to all the applicants’ priority
proposals. The TPB’s funding package distributes funding to important projects across the region that satisfy
community transportation needs that align with regional goals and policies.
TRPC will award over $15 million in combined Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG), Transportation
Alternatives (TA), and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) grant program funds
for Federal Fiscal Years 2022-2025. The applicants’ combined funding requests exceed the total amount of
anticipated funding by over $1.9 million.
2022-2025 Federal Grant Cycle Funding Levels and Requests
GRANT
PROGRAM

FUNDING
AVAILABLE

FUNDING
REQUESTED

DIFFERENCE

STBG

$12,589,000

$13,983,612

($1,394,612)

TAP

$1,359,000

$608,000

$751,000

CMAQ

$1,200,000

$2,472,385

($1,272,385)

TOTAL

$15,148,000

$17,063,997

($1,915,997)

The Council will also award a $57,343 Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP) grant. The HIP funds are carryover
from a one-time 2018 allocation and there is only enough funding to augment a rural STBG proposal. Thurston
County is the sole eligible entity to use these funds. HIP funds must obligate by September 2021 or the funds will
be rescinded by Washington State Department of Transportation.
TPB FUNDING RECOMMENDATION
It is the TPB’s role to provide a funding recommendation to the Council for its consideration in final project
selection and funding levels. The TPB members expressed strong support for the entire funding recommendation
included in this report. It was unanimously approved. The recommendation, if approved, will award critical funding
to priority proposals across the region, lend predictability to revenue availability and project phase start times, and
create certainty in achieving anticipated annual obligation targets.
The recommendation balances the applicants’ funding requests with the region’s projected future grant revenues.
The recommendation awards all the applicants’ priority proposals funding, although some STBG and CMAQ
proposals will receive less funding than requested.
To maximize the projected TA grant funds, the funding recommendation includes additional projects from the
current round of applications that can readily leverage the balance of funds. The TA funding recommendation also
awards extra funds to the two sole TA applicants’ proposals. Both applicants expressed they can use the
additional funding. The TA funding recommendation moves some projects closer to a funding secure status.
While the recommendation yields a small balance of unprogrammed TA funds, staff is confident it will be
programmed in the next funding cycle.
Staff prepared an obligation schedule that coincides with the TPB’s funding recommendation. It is challenging to
sort out the current proposal’s stated start times with the region’s projected annual obligation targets for 20222025. The obligation schedule allows a small number of projects to obligate in 2021. The recommendations will
require some applicants to obligate their project using Advance Construction (AC). This option delays
reimbursement to the applicant. It isn’t an option for all applicants, but it is an indispensable tool for moving
projects each year and remaining in compliance with our regional obligation authority. Only applicants who
indicated they are willing to use AC would be asked to use this option. Staff presented the obligation schedule to
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the Technical Advisory Committee. The applicant’s responded positively. The proposed schedule reasonably
accommodates the applicants’ project timelines.
Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) and Highway Improvement Program (HIP)
Priority STBG Proposals Submitted: 11 | Total Funding Available: $12,589,000
Set Aside for Non-Traditional Partners: $755,340 | Applicants’ Total Combined Grant Requests: $13,983,612
#

APPLICANT

1

Lacey

2

Olympia

3

Tumwater

4

Yelm

5

Intercity
Transit

6

Thurston
County

7

Thurston
County

8

Thurston
County

9

TRPC

10

TRPC

11

TRPC

PROPOSAL
College Street Corridor
Improvements - Phase 4
Fones Rd - Transportation
X St Roundabout - Right of
Way Phase
SW Mosman Ave Phase 2
Pattison Maintenance,
Operations & Administrative
Facility Rehabilitation,
Expansion & Modernization
Intersection Improvements at
Johnson Point Rd/Hawks
Prairie Rd/South Bay Rd
Littlerock Rd/113th
Intersection & Blooms Ditch
Bridge Replacement
Old Hwy 99 Intersection
Improvements at Sargent Rd
and 201st Ave
Thurston County Bicycle Map,
8th Edition
Household Travel Survey

STAFF
RECOMMEND

REQUEST

VMT
TARGET

PE

$1,478,648

$1,478,648

$1,478,648

CN

$2,040,118

$2,040,118

$2,040,118

$866,470

$866,470

$866,470

CN

$1,043,493

$213,018

$492,608

CN

$2,450,000

$1,606,273

$1,606,273

ROW,
CN

$2,966,673

$2,966,673

$2,966,673

CN

$1,762,460

$1,762,460

$1,762,460

PE,
ROW

$900,000

$900,000

$900,000

PL

$43,250

$43,250

$43,250

$259,500

$259,500

$259,500

$173,000

$173,000

$173,000

$13,983,612
$12,589,000

$12,309,410
$12,589,000

($1,394,612)

$279,590

$12,589,000
$12,589,000
$0

PHASE

ROW

PL
High Capacity Transportation
PL
Project Development
Total Requested
Total Available
Difference

Phases: PE= Preliminary Engineering (Design); CN=Construction; ROW=Right of Way; PL=Planning or Program

STBG Recommendation:
1. Award all traditional partner applicants’ proposals (1-8) their funding request or their VMT Target,
whichever is the lesser amount;
2. Award the three non-traditional applicant proposals (9-11) the requested amounts; and
3. Award Yelm an additional $279,590 – the amount of non-traditional partner set aside remaining funds.
HIP Recommendation:
Award $57,343 HIP funds to STBG proposal #7, the Thurston County Littlerock Rd/113th Intersection and Blooms
Ditch Bridge Replacement. This is the only rural proposal that is eligible to use HIP funds.
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Transportation Alternatives (TA)
Priority STBG Proposals Submitted: 2 | Total Funding Available: $1,359,000
Applicants’ Total Combined Grant Requests: $608,000
#

APPLICANT

23

Intercity
Transit
Olympia

4

Yelm

14

Tumwater

New

Intercity
Transit

22

PROPOSAL

PHASE

Walk N Roll – Youth Education Program
(Two school years: 2023/24 and 24/25)
Fones Rd – Street Lighting

REQUEST

STAFF
RECOMMEND

Program

$258,000

$258,000

CN

$350,000

$383,775

N/A

$142,000

N/A

$293,250

N/A

$258,000

SW Mosman Ave Phase 2
CN
Israel Rd and Linderson Way Pedestrian
PE, CN
and Bicycle Improvements
Walk N Roll – Youth Education Program
(Two more school years: 2025/26 and
Program
26/27)
Total Requested
Total Available
Difference

$608,000
$1,359,000
$751,000

$1,335,025
$1,359,000
$23,975

Phases: PE= Preliminary Engineering (Design); CN=Construction; ROW=Right of Way; PL=Planning or Program

TA Recommendation:
1. Award Intercity Transit $258,000 for proposal #22, to fund the program for two full school years (20232025);
2. Award Intercity Transit an additional $258,000 to fund Walk N Roll for two additional years (2025-2027);
3. Award Olympia proposal #23 its full funding request, plus an additional $33,775 for a total of $383,775;
4. Award Yelm $142,000 for bicycle/pedestrian eligible cost components for proposal #4 (the city’s priority
STBG proposal);
5. Award Tumwater $43,250 for PE and $250,000 for CN for contingency proposal #14; and
6. Set aside the remaining $23,975 TA funds for the next Call for Projects Process.
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ)
Priority STBG Proposals Submitted: 4 | Total Funding Available: $1,200,000
Applicants’ Total Combined Grant Requests: $2,472,385
#

APPLICANT

26

Intercity
Transit
Lacey &
Thurston Co.
Olympia

27

Tumwater

24
25

PROPOSAL

PHASE

9 Propane-Powered Dial-A-Lift Vehicles

Vehicles

Citywide Signal ITS Detection Upgrades
Fones Rd: Compact Roundabout
Traffic Signal Controller & Detection
Upgrade

REQUEST

STAFF
RECOMMEND

$1,214,460

$134,950

CN

$298,425

$298,425

CN

$700,000

$463,875

PE, CN

$302,750

$302,750

Total Requested
Total Available
Difference

$2,472,385
$1,200,000

$1,200,000
$1,200,000
$0

($1,272,385)

Phases: PE= Preliminary Engineering (Design); CN=Construction; ROW=Right of Way; PL=Planning or Program
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CMAQ Recommendation:
1. Award Intercity Transit proposal #24 $134,950, the federal share to purchase one dial-a-lift vehicle;
2. Award Lacey and Thurston County $298,425 for proposal #25 to upgrade 10 signals. This award should
be conditioned on the applicants’ continued support and partnerships to implement communitywide
Transit Signal Prioritization/Extended Green;
3. Award Olympia $463,875 for proposal #26; and
4. Award Tumwater $302,750 for proposal #27. This award should be conditioned on the applicant’s
continued support and partnerships to implement communitywide Transit Signal Prioritization/Extended
Green.
Rationale:
The region has invested CMAQ funds to upgrade traffic signal controllers. The Smart Corridors projects improve
signal timing operations and establish interoperability for future transit signal prioritization (TSP) / extended green
light implementation. Tumwater has yet to modernize its signal hardware – which would directly support transit
signal prioritization. In addition, both the Citywide Signal ITS Detection Upgrades and Traffic Signal Controller &
Detection Upgrades improve signal timing operations and efficiency on corridors of regional significance. These
two projects are estimated to offer the greatest air quality benefits. Furthermore, there are insufficient funds to
award Intercity Transit nine replacement Dial-a-Lift vehicles and fund technology projects that improve corridor
operations.
The region is committed to interjurisdictional planning and implementation of signal operation measures that
support TSP. Prioritizing the current CMAQ funds for urban area signal controller and detection upgrades over
additional vehicle acquisition moves the region closer to this objective. To this effect, the CMAQ awards should be
conditioned on continued cooperation and commitment from Lacey, Tumwater, and Thurston County to partner
with Intercity Transit, TRPC, and other stakeholders to maintain momentum on Smart Corridors implementation.
Intercity Transit’s application makes a compelling case to prioritize Dial-a-lift vehicle replacement to support
regional mobility needs. Staff proposes adding the remaining eight unfunded DAL vehicles to the Contingency List
for future consideration.
Contingency Lists
STBG Contingency List
Proposals Submitted: 11
#

APPLICANT

PROPOSAL

PHASE

3*
12
13

Tumwater
Lacey
Olympia

ROW
PE
CN

14

Tumwater

15

Tumwater

X St Roundabout - Right of Way Phase
Roundabout at Willamette Dr & Campus Glen Dr
Citywide Street Repair & Construction
Israel Rd & Linderson Way Pedestrian and
Bicycle Improvements
I-5 & SR121/93rd Ave SE Interchange
Improvements Study

17

Thurston
County
TRPC

18

TRPC

19
20

TRPC
TRPC

21

TRPC

16

REQUEST
$1,633,530
$216,250
$750,000

CN

$264,750

PL

$129,750

Countywide Restoration & Resurfacing Project

CN

$1,000,000

Countywide Bicycle & Micromobility Strategy
Environmental Justice & Social Equity in
Transportation Planning & Project Selection
Freight Goods & Services Mobility Strategy
Regional Multimodal Level of Service
Emergency Incident Management Detour Route
Improvements Study

PL

$173,000

PL

$151,375

PL
PL

$216,250
$216,250

PL

$194,625

Total

$4,945,780

Phases: PE= Preliminary Engineering (Design); CN=Construction; ROW=Right of Way; PL=Planning or Program
*Note: Tumwater specified on its application that proposal #3 also be included on the contingency list
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CMAQ Contingency List
Proposals Submitted: 1
#

APPLICANT

PROPOSAL

PHASE

REQUEST

28

Intercity Transit

Bus Stop Enhancements

CN

24*

Intercity Transit

8 Propane-Powered Dial-A-Lift Vehicles

Vehicles

$1,079,510

Total

$1,293,273

$213,763

*Note: Since the staff recommendation only includes funding for one vehicle, proposal #24 is shown on the Contingency List
for the amount necessary for the eight additional vehicles.

Contingency List Recommendation (the presented list will be updated to reflect the Council’s final action):
1. Include all submitted STBG and CMAQ contingency proposals on the Contingency List in the Regional
Transportation Improvement Program
2. Include all relevant priority proposals that could accept additional federal funding, per applicant’s
preference, on the Contingency List.
REQUESTED ACTION
Approve awards for STBG, TA, CMAQ, and HIP grants for federal fiscal years 2021-2025.

AGENDA ITEM #9

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

Marc Daily, Executive Director

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

2020 Mid-Year Program Update

Program
Area
MPO/RTPO
X Core Services
Contract Services
Grant Services

Mission
Statement
A

PURPOSE
Inform the Council on staff’s progress in implementing the 2020-2022 Strategic Plan and the
2020 Work Program
Summary:


The Council adopted a strategic Plan in July 2019 which outlined high priority work
the Council would like undertaken by 2022. This briefing will update members on
progress in implementing those high priorities.



In December 2019 the Council also adopted TRPC’s 2020 Work Program. This
briefing will update members on progress in implementing the 2020 Work Program.



Depending on time available and Chair’s discretion, this may be provided as a written
update.

REQUESTED ACTION
Update only
86:bm
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TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

Program
Area

Mission
Statement

MPO/RTPO
X

Core Services

C

Contract Services

FROM:

Sara Porter, Assistant Planner

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater Area Cost of Living Index, First Quarter, 2020

Grant Services

PURPOSE
The First Quarter 2020 Cost of Living Index (COLI) for the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater region is
110.2 according to the most recently published data by the Council for Community and
Economic Research (C2ER). TRPC staff gather information and submit it to C2ER on a
quarterly basis, for compilation into this national index.
Summary:


Updated 2020 Cost of Living data has been released by the Council for Community and
Economic Research.



The cost of living in the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater region is 110.2, which is 10.2 percent
higher than the average of all 257 urban areas participating in the survey.



Cost of living statistics are some of the most commonly requested information provided
by TRPC.



A Cost of Living Calculator is available on TRPC’s website allowing an in-depth
comparison of the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater area to all participating cities. A link to the
calculator is available from our home page (www.trpc.org) under Quick Links.

REQUESTED ACTION
No action needed. This is for your information.
sp:bm
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BACKGROUND
Every three months TRPC staff participate in a cost of living survey, to gather data that allows the comparison of
how much it costs to live in the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater region relative to other cities across the nation. The
statistics are published in a national index that is released every quarter, and are also included in the National
Data Book, which is published annually by the Bureau of the Census. TRPC makes the data available on our
web site as soon as it is available, and it is consistently one of the most popular products coming from our
Information Services Program. Currently, the cost of living in the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater region is 10.2 percent
higher than the average of all 257 urban areas participating in the survey.
Cost of living statistics are some of the most commonly requested information provided by TRPC. C2ER produces
the only index of its scale and kind in the United States, allowing users to compare living costs in a particular
place to the average of all participating cities. The C2ER index differs from the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in that
the CPI strictly compares costs in one region over time. In contrast, the Cost of Living Index allows for
comparisons among many places at one point in time but does not compare changes over time. Items surveyed
include products and services in the categories of groceries, housing, utilities, transportation, health care, and
miscellaneous.
The table presents index results for the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater region and several other select cities. This
information is provided to the Regional Council on a quarterly basis.
C2ER Cost of Living Index
Select U.S. Metropolitan Areas, First Quarter, 2020
100%
Composite
Index

14%
Grocery
Items

28%

10%

Housing

Seattle, WA
Spokane, WA
Wenatchee, WA
Yakima, WA

100.0
117.8
100.7
95.3
117.6
110.2
156.7
104.9
108.4
98.0

100.0
109.6
101.7
94.7
118.4
120.0
129.4
96.2
105.3
96.9

Portland, OR
New York (Manhattan), NY
Atlanta, GA
Denver, CO
Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA

134.3
245.7
99.9
111.1
146.6

113.3
144.0
103.2
94.2
113.0

City
Average of Cities Participating
in the Survey this Year
Bellingham, WA
Kennewick-Richland-Pasco, WA
Moses Lake, WA
Mount Vernon - Anacortes, WA
Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater, WA

Utilities

9%
Transportation

4%
Health
Care

35%Misc.
Goods &
Services

100.0
128.0
105.2
79.6
127.2
104.0
234.7
101.7
118.1
82.5

100.0
86.2
96.6
85.2
86.2
92.4
109.6
97.7
79.4
85.1

100.0
114.9
109.0
118.6
110.8
134.0
138.8
108.7
118.3
114.0

100.0
118.1
125.1
126.3
116.2
120.6
128.7
115.4
122.0
111.6

100.0
122.4
92.9
100.6
120.2
108.4
127.6
110.6
105.8
108.0

184.2
553.2
96.2
135.2
228.6

88.6
100.3
84.5
79.3
107.7

133.2
128.5
103.1
107.0
133.6

117.9
109.4
103.3
100.0
109.6

118.5
133.2
104.3
109.9
114.4

Sources: C2ER - The Council for Community and Economic Research; Thurston Regional Planning Council.
Notes: The Cost of Living Index compiles costs of consumer products on a quarterly basis. Currently, the cost of living in the
Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater region is 10.2 percent higher than the average of all 257 urban areas participating in the survey. The
average cost of living of all the cities participating in the survey is always scaled to equal 100. The purpose of the index is to
compare living costs in a particular location to this average. The index cannot, however, be used to compare changes in costs over
time, as the cities participating in the survey change each quarter. Think of the index in terms of percentages. The average cost of
living of all cities participating in the survey is 100 percent of itself.

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

Michael Ambrogi, Senior GIS Analyst

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Annual Population Estimates

PURPOSE
Inform Council of the Office of Financial Management’s 2020 Population Estimates for
Thurston County.
Summary:


The April 1, 2020, population estimate for Thurston County is 291,000. This is an
increase of 5,200 (1.8 percent) from last year.



The State Office of Financial Management (OFM) provides April 1 official population
estimates for Thurston County cities and towns by June 30th each year.



TRPC staff generate estimates by urban growth areas, school districts, fire districts,
and other boundaries consistent with OFM’s estimates.



TRPC’s estimates are based on building permit information provided by local
jurisdictions, estimates of household size, and estimates of vacancy rates.



These estimates are used by local jurisdictions for planning purposes.



Population counts from the 2020 Census will be available in 2021.

REQUESTED ACTION
This is for Council’s information.
ma:bm
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Population
The April 1, 2020 population estimate for Thurston County is 291,000. Population increased by 5,200 people (1.8
percent) over the last year based on estimates recently released by the Washington State Office of Financial
Management. Among Washington State counties, Thurston County ranked sixth in terms of total growth since
2010, and seventh in terms of percent increase since 2010. The growth rate slowed during the recession, mainly
as a result in loss of local jobs. This loss was offset somewhat by the expansion of Joint Base Lewis-McChord in
nearby Pierce County.
Of the incorporated cities and towns, Lacey experienced the largest increase in population in the last year – 1,640
people. Olympia had an increase of 1,380 people, Tumwater 540, Yelm 265, Rainier 100, Tenino 10, and Bucoda
less than 10.
TRPC generates population estimates for the Urban Growth Areas and other smaller areas within the County
based on building permit information provided by local jurisdictions, estimates of household size, and estimates of
vacancy rates. Of Thurston County’s eight Urban Growth Areas (including incorporated and unincorporated
areas), Lacey saw the most growth – 2,130 people.

Thurston County Population
1890 – 2020
350,000
300,000

Population

250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000
50,000
0
1900

1920

1940

1960

1980

2000

2020
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Population Estimates
Thurston County Jurisdictions
2010 – 2020
Jurisdiction

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

562

560

560

560

560

565

570

580

575

580

580

Bucoda

Total

Lacey

City

42,393

42,830

43,600

44,350

45,320

46,020

47,540

48,700

50,170

51,270

52,910

UGA

33,170

33,380

33,640

33,820

33,940

34,180

34,580

35,110

36,140

36,700

37,190

Total

75,560

76,210

77,240

78,170

79,260

80,200

82,120

83,810

86,310

87,970

90,100

City

46,478

46,780

47,500

48,480

49,670

51,020

51,600

52,160

52,490

52,770

54,150

UGA

11,840

11,910

12,000

12,110

12,220

11,910

12,110

12,290

12,390

12,580

12,640

Total

58,320

58,690

59,500

60,590

61,890

62,930

63,710

64,450

64,880

65,350

66,790

1,794

1,825

1,825

1,840

1,850

1,880

1,885

1,930

2,020

2,110

2,210

Olympia

Rainier

Tenino

City
UGA

110

110

110

110

110

110

110

110

110

110

120

Total

1,900

1,930

1,930

1,950

1,960

1,990

2,000

2,040

2,130

2,220

2,330

City

1,695

1,700

1,705

1,705

1,725

1,730

1,775

1,785

1,785

1,840

1,850

UGA

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

Total

1,710

1,720

1,720

1,720

1,740

1,750

1,790

1,800

1,800

1,860

1,870

City

17,371

17,570

17,900

18,300

18,800

19,100

23,040

23,210

23,830

24,060

24,600

UGA

6,350

6,120

6,170

6,300

6,400

6,550

3,310

3,340

3,340

3,320

3,330

Total

23,720

23,690

24,070

24,600

25,200

25,650

26,350

26,550

27,170

27,380

27,930

City

6,848

7,008

7,100

7,470

7,915

8,165

8,480

8,665

9,030

9,135

9,400

UGA

1,350

1,420

1,410

1,410

1,410

1,420

1,430

1,400

1,400

1,420

1,400

Total

8,200

8,430

8,510

8,880

9,320

9,580

9,910

10,060

10,430

10,550

10,800

Grand Mound UGA

1,340

1,370

1,190

1,210

1,280

1,290

1,310

1,340

1,350

1,370

1,390

Chehalis Reservation1

60

70

70

70

70

70

70

70

70

70

70

Nisqually Reservation1

580

600

600

600

600

660

670

710

730

770

770

Tumwater

Yelm

Total Cities
Total

UGA2

Total Reservations1
Rural

Unincorporated3

Thurston County

117,141 118,273 120,190 122,705 125,840 128,480 134,890 137,030 139,900 141,765 145,700
54,180

54,310

54,550

54,980

55,370

55,480

52,880

53,610

54,740

55,520

56,090

640

660

670

670

670

730

740

780

800

850

850

80,300

80,850

81,390

81,750

82,120

82,720

84,180

85,480

86,260

87,670

88,370

252,264 254,100 256,800 260,100 264,000 267,410 272,690 276,900 281,700 285,800 291,000

Source: Thurston Regional Planning Council: Annual Population Estimate Work Program (2020).
Explanations: Estimates are for April 1st of each year. Numbers may not add due to rounding. The decline in population in Tumwater’s
Urban Growth Area between 2015 and 2016 was due to the City’s Eastside annexation.
1. Estimate is for the Thurston County portion of the reservation only.
2. Urban Growth Area (UGA) is the unincorporated area designated to be annexed into city limits over 20 years’ time to accommodate
urban growth.
3. Rural Unincorporated County is the portion of the unincorporated county that lies outside City, UGA, and Reservation boundaries.
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Building Permits
Permits were issued for 1,261 new dwelling units in Thurston County in 2019. This is less than the ten-year
average of 1,476 and well below the pre-recession high of 3,151 in 2006. 75% of new dwelling units were
permitted in urban areas – 56% in incorporated urban areas and 19% in unincorporated urban areas.

New Dwelling Units Permitted
1995 – 2019
100%

Percent in Urban Area

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%
1995

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Year

2020 Census
OFM’s population estimates are produced annually under state law and intended for state program administration
and in the allocation of selected state revenues. They are estimates based on building permit trends and average
household sizes.
The 2020 Census will provide a complete count of persons living in Thurston County. Data from the 2020 Census
will be available in 2021.
More Information
Additional data tables can be found on the Population, Housing and Employment Tables page on TRPC’s website
(http://www.trpc.org/480). Included are estimates for school districts, fire districts, planning areas, and other
areas. Population and housing estimates for custom areas are available from TRPC by request.
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New Dwelling Units Permitted
Thurston County Jurisdictions
2000 – 2019
Jurisdiction

2000-04
Average

2005-09
Average

2010-14
Average

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2

2

1

2

0

0

0

0

Bucoda

Total

Lacey

City

226

793

267

315

889

149

788

241

UGA

310

146

80

71

311

201

365

204

Total

536

939

347

386

1,200

350

1,153

445

City

167

197

388

439

463

135

548

180

UGA

152

94

39

18

35

26

46

15

Total

319

291

427

457

498

161

594

195

Olympia

Rainier

Tenino

Tumwater

Yelm

City

9

24

13

1

37

14

24

22

UGA

1

0

0

0

1

0

1

2

Total

10

24

14

1

38

14

25

24

City

15

6

5

24

2

0

6

2

UGA

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total

15

6

5

24

2

0

6

2

161

201

166

89

249

200

74

240

City
UGA

13

5

3

4

1

9

10

7

Total

173

206

169

93

250

209

84

247

City

117

160

101

79

76

52

45

21

UGA

8

5

2

3

1

0

1

3

Total

125

165

103

82

77

52

46

24

Grand Mound UGA

5

27

10

5

1

5

3

9

Chehalis Reservation1

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

Nisqually Reservation1

0

2

0

18

0

25

26

0

Total Cities

696

1,383

940

949

1,716

550

1,485

706

Total UGAs2

488

276

133

101

350

241

426

240

Total

Reservations1

Rural Unincorporated3
Thurston County

0

2

0

18

0

25

27

0

792

594

217

231

253

333

348

315

1,977

2,256

1,290

1,299

2,319

1,149

2,286

1,261

Source: Thurston Regional Planning Council: Annual Population Estimate Work Program (2020).
Explanations: Permits are recorded for each calendar year. Demolitions and reissued permits are not included in this table.
1. Estimate is for Thurston County portion of the reservation only.
2. Urban Growth Area (UGA) is the unincorporated area designated to be annexed into city limits over 20 years’ time to
accommodate urban growth.
3. Rural Unincorporated County is the portion of the unincorporated county that lies outside City, UGA, and Reservation
boundaries.
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Area

Mission
Statement

MPO/RTPO

A

Core Services
Contract Services

TO:

Thurston Regional Planning Council

FROM:

Sara Porter, Assistant Planner

DATE:

July 2, 2020

SUBJECT:

Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Amendment 20-07

Grant Services

PURPOSE
This report is for informational purposes.
Attached is the Transportation Policy Board staff report on the RTIP amendment.
Comment Process:
Due to the 4th of July holiday, the TPB meets before TRPC for their July meeting. Therefore,
TRPC will not have the opportunity to comment on the project prior to TPB action. However,
due to the routine nature of this project and amendment, TPB can make an informed
decision without comment from TRPC. If public comment is received, it will be provided at
the TPB meeting.

REQUESTED ACTION
No action needed. This is for your information.
sp:bm

Attachment

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Transportation Policy Board

FROM:

Sara Porter, Assistant Planner

DATE:

July 1, 2020

SUBJECT:

Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Amendment 20-07

PURPOSE
Act on a proposed amendment to the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement Program
(RTIP).
Summary:


Thurston County has requested an amendment to the 2020-2023 RTIP to add the Pacific
Avenue Safety project because the County has secured federal funding



This project includes enhancing the crosswalk at Lake Lois Road and installing
illumination along Pacific Avenue from the Lacey city limits to Steilacoom Road.



Adding this project to the RTIP will trigger a State Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) amendment, which will allow the project to go forward.



This routine project amendment is consistent with the Regional Transportation Plan.

REQUESTED ACTION
Amend the 2020-2023 Regional Transportation Improvement Program to include the new Thurston
County project Pacific Avenue Safety.
sp:bm

MEMORANDUM
Page 2
July 1, 2020
BACKGROUND
About the RTIP and STIP
The RTIP is a four-year programming document derived from the comprehensive six-year Transportation Improvement
Programs (TIPs) that each local agency develops and adopts annually. In turn, the RTIP is used by the state to prepare
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).
The RTIP serves these main purposes:
1) It identifies a list of transportation projects that will be forwarded to the state for inclusion in the STIP. For
federally funded projects, even if project funding has been awarded, it is not available to jurisdictions and
agencies until the project is included in the STIP. To be included in the STIP, projects must be programmed for
funding (funding-secured) in local Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs) in the four-year period for both
urban and rural areas and meet one or more of the following criteria:
a.
Have federal funding
b.
Are WSDOT projects
c.
Are regionally significant, regardless of funding source.
2) It demonstrates financial constraint for the projects referenced above.
3) It demonstrates consistency with RCW 36.70A, Section 70 of the Washington State Growth Management Act
requiring transportation planning to be coordinated and consistent with local comprehensive plans.
4) It demonstrates that regionally significant projects programmed for funding during the time period will not cause
or contribute to any new violation of the federal air quality standards for particulate matter of 10 microns or less
(PM10), will not increase the frequency or severity of any existing violation of the standards, nor delay timely
attainment of the standards.
5) It identifies other programmed and planned transportation projects adopted in local six-year Transportation
Improvement Programs.
RTIP and STIP Amendments
Federal requirements stipulate that changes to the RTIP require an amendment to the original document, which then
triggers an amendment to the STIP. This is important because a jurisdiction cannot proceed with a project for which it
has been awarded federal money until the STIP is formally amended and approved by the federal agencies.
Depending upon the kind of change required of the RTIP, this amendment may be a “formal amendment” process or a
streamlined “administrative modification.” TRPC’s amendment and modifying processes for the RTIP incorporates
guidance provided by WSDOT on amending and modifying the STIP. The project under consideration today requires an
amendment to the RTIP, which in turn will trigger an amendment to the STIP.
In November 2017 TRPC approved a change to the RTIP amendment process such that the Transportation Policy
Board (TPB) is now the approving body for formal RTIP amendments.
Thurston County has requested an amendment to the 2020-2023 RTIP, requiring TPB action.
Amendment requested by Thurston County
Project Title Pacific Avenue Safety
STIP ID #
WA-12805
Project
Enhance crosswalk at Lake Lois Rd. Install illumination along Pacific Ave from Lacey city limits to
Description Steilacoom Rd.
Reason for The project has secured federal funding. The RTIP is being amended to include the new project.
Amendment
Amount
Federal funds: $315,000
(Secured) Local Funds: $35,000
Total Est. Cost of Project: $350,000
Action
Amend the RTIP to include the new project.
TRPC is soliciting public comment through its website at www.trpc.org . As of the writing of this report, none has been
received. Additionally, TRPC will receive a copy of this staff report as an informational item in their packet. Due to the
4th of July holiday, the TPB meets before TRPC for their July meeting. Therefore, TRPC will not have the opportunity to
comment on the project prior to TPB action. However, due to the routine nature of this project and amendment, TPB
can make an informed decision without comment from TRPC. If public comment is received, it will be provided at the
TPB meeting.

